By Don Nerren 

We live in a changing world, but the 
magic of Christmas is just as real 
today as it was over two thousand 
years ago. It was just outside the little 
town of Bethlehem, nestled in the hills 
of Judea, that the lowly shepherds 
heard for the first time the news of 
pag from God’s own heavenly 
r. mysterious, c 
of Christmas was felt on po — 
ingly it has existed over the ages. I still 
get that tingling feeling when I hear 
the bells tolling out the old carol, 
“Glory to God in the highest and on 

earth peace, good will to all men.” 
The lighted Christmas trees and 
beautiful reflected ornaments still 
thrill me. I still love to stand in the 
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agic leo here; 
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crowds to watch a parade go by. I stil] _ contents. As a child I-néver did 
look with excitement toward’ the last correctly but now I always know. It 


Dglways felt the magié of Christmas 
inc when I was a child. I would 
ntly and very attentively hear 
~ teli the old, old story of 
‘of Jesus Christ. The magic is 
still there. However, this yegy I will 
stand in*my own churehjand téil the 
Same old, old story ¥ long ago. 


still have the urge to sit on his knee and 
whisper my dreams into his pink ear. 


~~ ‘Phe magic of Christmas is only for 
* those-who look for it: 


tis oné of the 
reasons 1 played Santa Claus for the 
Sanders for Cerebral Palsy in 
Jackson, Mississippi,-l-loaked for the 
magic of Christmas in the eyes of those 


party I met one of the most beautiful 
little girls. Her name was Darlene. 
The hotrible disease had takertits toll 
on-her young body and she was con- 
fined to a wheelchair. I shall always 
remember her laugh as Santa came 
into the room. | helped her fix her plate 
with goedies and took her irito my 
arms and told her that I loved her. 


a magic within itself, those 
which had the sign, ‘Do not open until 
December 25th."’ Now at the age of 31 
the magic is still there. I still like to 
shake the packages and guéss at their 


hear her say, “‘You must go to bed, son, 
so that Santa can come.”’ The magic is 


still there. I love to watch the snow fall.® store. holding my mother’s hand to 
I still don’t sleep on: Christmas Eve.®, seleet a gift for my dad. The real 


Even though Santa will not come for 
me this year, I will still rise early on 
Christmas morning to watch my own 
little boy and see the same magic 


dance in his eyes that once danced in», when I get to Sears to see the little 


mine. 
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N.C. Convention, College 
Trustees Play Tug Of War 


WINSTON-SALEM, N. C. (BP) — 
North Carolina Baptist genefal 
secretary-treasurer Cecil A. Ray has 
expressed ‘surprise and disappoint- 
ment” at the refusal of trustees of 
Wake Forest University here to follow 
a state convention mandate that it not 


what was called ‘a substantial major- 
ity,” decided by voice vote on Dec. 9 to 
accept the full amount of a controver- 
sial $299,600 National Science Founda- 
tion research grant to the school’s 
biology department. The grant in- 
cluded $85,000 for construction of a 


vention of North Carolina approved a 
recommendation from its Services 


-- Last minute Christmas shopping 
was always a time of magic for me. 
How I enjoyed going from store to 


beautiful children and it every 
time. I remember well the year I was 
minister of youth at Calvary Baptist 
Chureh in Jackson. We gave a Christ- 
mas party for the Sanders School. Our 
young people decided to give it in the 
gym which is on the third floor of the 
educational building..We had to pick 
most of the children up in their wheel- 
chairs and take them up the three 
flights of stairs. If I live to be 100, I 
shall never forget those magic times of 
Christmas. The first year we gave the 


The second Christmas the party for 
-ythe kids were bigger and better than 
the one the year before. However, I 
missed Darlene and was told that she 
was sick anid could not come. The di- 
rector of the school shared with mé her 
“expectation for the party that year. I 
was told that she-wanted to come-for 
she had enjoyed the party the year be- 
fore so much. It was a good party, but I 
missed little Darlene and her laugh 
ringing out through the halls. The next 
(Continued on page 2) 


magic came when I got to sit on San- 
ta’s knee at Sears. The magic is still 
there. I still do last minute Christtfias 
shopping and | always linger awhile 


§ children climb up on Santa's knee. I 
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tion.”” It said Wake Forest is ‘“‘un- 
ashamedly a Christian institution’’ 


Rendered Committee that Wake , and will “continue to consult with the 
Forest be allowed to accept all of the leadership of the Baptist state conven- 
grant but not use any of it for construc- tion and the Cqnvention/University 
tion. The university had felt the _ Relatioris Committee. . .” 


greenhouse. 
In November, the Baptist State Con- 


accept federal funds for construction. 
Thirty-five Wake Forest trustees, by 


Rate Hike Takes Effect 


An increase in subscription rates for the Baptist Record will go into 
effect with the new year. As was announced on June 9, the new rate for the 
Every Family Plan will be $2.88 per family per year, or an increase of 48 
cents per family per year, Since there'are 50 issues per year; this is roughly 
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$2.76 at the present. The new rate for the annual individual subscription 
will be $3.75, an increase over the current $3. 

Many increased costs, including newsprint, postage, and labor, make 
these new rates necessary. : 

Advertising rates were raised on July 1 and will be raised again on Jan. 1. 
This is the first subscription rate increase in 3. years. The Baptist Record 
appreciates its subscribers and will continue to try to keep subscription 
prices as low as possible and the quality increasingly better. 


greenhouse was necessary for the re- 
search, but North Carolina Baptists 
said use of federal money for that pur- 
pose violates separation of church and 
State. , 

“Tt had expected a more responsive 
handling of the matter by the trustees 
in light of the convention’s clear cut 
decision. . .,"" Ray said. “The Wake 
Forest University trustees are elected 


by the convention and ultimately re- 


sponsible to.it. This-is clear in the 
vention’s constitution . .. How the state 
convention will deal with the matter is 
up to its General (executive) Board 
(which) . . . next meets in Raleigh, 
Jan. 23-25,”" Ray said. 

The trustee resolution, which noted 
that faculty, alunni and numerous 
campus organizations had gone on re- 


The resolution said the Services 

Rendered mittee had verified that 

Wake Fefest’s original acceptance of 

the f “was done in good faith and 
with full public acknowledgement.” It 
declared that ‘‘for the trustees not to 
honor this good faith agreement (with 
the National Science Foundation) 
would have adverse implications for 
the entire university.” 

statement: further-called. it a 

adiction’ that the university's 
Bowman Gray School of Medicine is 
allowed to accept funds ‘for bricks 
and mortar” but that the biology de- 
-partment is not. 

“It also invoked ‘‘the spirit of Article3 
of the convention's constitution, which 
says: ‘While independent and 
sovereign in its own sphere, the con- 
vention does not claim and will not at- 


Denham 
To Write 


Lessons 


Hardy Denham Jr.,-pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Newton, will be the 
lesson commentator for the Uniform 
Lesson Series in the 
Baptist Record for 
the first six months 
in 1978. 

With the new year 
the Baptist Record 
will change from 
using the lesson 
comments by Wil- 
liam J. Fallis of 

Denham Nashville to using 
two Mississippi writers each year for 
the Uniform Series. 

Denham is a native of Fort Worth, 
Texas, and attended high school in 
Pensacola, Fla. He attended Missis- 
sippi College; Trinity University in 
San Antonio, Texas; and New Orleans 
Seminary. He has been pastor of 


churches in Texas as well as in Missis-_ 


sippi. 

ransatia instructor in New Tes- 
tament at Jones Junior College while 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Ellis- 
ville. He has also served as supply 
teacher of Old and New Testament and 
homilectics at Clarke College in New- 


ton. 
Denham has written two books titled 


The Master and Marriage and Christ 
Speaks to His Churches; a textbook for 
three New Testament courses at Jones 
Junior College titled A Syllabus of New 
Testament Studies; a study syllabus 
titled Galatians, God’s Emancipation 
Proclamation; and the centennial 
book about First Baptist Church, New- 
re titled A Century of Faith and Ser- 
vice. 


in this issue 


oF ormer Unification Church member 
explains what drew him in — and out. 


M.C. faculty to be evaluated in spe- 
cial project. P..6. 


ford asking that the grant be used as 
originally stipulated, said the school 
“desires no conflict with our conven- 


(Photo by Tim Nicholas) 


Sparkles Sparkles 


A packed house for both evening performances of Christmas Sparkes at the 
Villagé, relished the work of music director Jan Nix and the choirs of the Baptist 
Children's Village. The gift of Christmas Sparkles to jhe city of Jackson has been 
presented 13 years. Half the show was traditional insirational music, and half was 
light, secular music. 


Reverse Offering 
Sets Loving Pace 


By Tim Nicholas needs our staff didn’t know about,”’ 
said McComb. 
Many were adding their own money 
After the offering plate was passed to what they took. 


at First Baptist Church, Columbia, 
$2,500 was missing. 

It was in the pockets of the people 
But it wasn’t to stay long. 


knew needed help, and added $50 of his 


that when they give the money, to say 


One man took $50 for a person he * 


own. McComb ifistructor members | 


tempt to exercise any authority over 
any other Baptist body, whether 
church, auxiliary organization, as- 
sociation or convention.’ "’ 

A convention spokesman said, how- 
ever, that Article 3 does not apply to 
institutions and agencies run by trus- 
tees elected by the convention, which 
owns the institutions. 

But he said the North Carolina Con- 

<¥ention can only elect or dismiss the 
trustees or withhold funds from the 
(Continued on page 3) 


ATLANTA (BP) — Eighteen Missis- 
Sippi churches are listed among the 
fastest growing congregations in the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

The churches are part of the top 1.5 
per cent of the denomination in 
growth, according to a Home Mission 
Board survey. 

The fastest growing churches in the 
denomination were identified during a 

-two-year computer study of Uniform 
Church Letters, the report most SBC 
churches submit each year, detailing 
data on membership, baptisms, other 
additions, organizational enrollment 
and giving. 

The report was done at the request of 
Home Missions magazine, the publica- 
tion of the HMB. A full report of the 
study will be published in the De- 
cember, 1977, issue. 

The study identified Morningside 
Baptist Church of Valdosta, Ga., as the 


ve 


Last Issue of 1977... 


(Photo by Anne McWilliams) 


“And So He Came... Like Us” 


A cast of deaf people presented a Christmas Nativity drama, “And So He Came. . 
Like Us,” in the sanctuary of Woodiand Hills Church, Jackson, on Sunday evening, 
Dec. 4. The play was done entirely in sign language. Carroll Carney was Joseph and 
Carol Ann Bryant was Mary. (For additional pictures and story, see page 5.) 


fastest growing church in the denomi- 
nation. 

The survey measured only quanta- 
tive — numerical — growth by com- 
paring statistics from 30,029 churches 
which submitted UCLs for both 1972 
and 1976. Comparison was on the basis 
of eight indicators, half reflecting 
numerical growth and the other half 
indicating percentage growth. 

The indicators — both numerical 
and percentages — were baptisms, 
other additions, Sunday School en- 
rollment and total membership. 

After the top 425 churches were iden- 
tified, questionnaires about them- 
selves their community and their 
ministry were sent to pastors and 
laypersons. Some 277 churches — 65 
percent — responded to the question- 
naire. 

The results were tabulated and this 
profile of a typical fast-growing South- 
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§ Mississippi Churches Listed 
Among Fastest Growing In SBC 


ern Baptist church emerged: 

It is predominantly white, middle- 
class, family-oriented and logated in a 
white, fast-growing suburban area. 
Composed primarily of people 30 to 50 
years of age, the church has more than 
300 members, who generally are 
blue-collar; clerical or mid-level man- 
agement employes. Income ranges 
from $10,000 to $20,000 annually and 
education averagse high school or bet- 
ter. 

According to the survey and inter- 
views with the Top 15 churche@ pas- 
tors and people of the fastest growing 
congregations in the SBC equate 
evangelism with church growth. They 
strongly believe in evangelism. All of 
the pastors of the “‘Top 15°’ listed 
“winning the lost" as the priority goal 
of the church. 

Pastors and laypersons also feel the 
best way to accomplish the task is per- 
sonal one-on-one evangelistic visita- 
tion. The survey shows visitation 
evangelism, public evangelism (in 


: worship services), Sunday School 


classes and revivals are the most ef- 
fective ways of reaching people for 
Jesus Christ. 

A full report on church growth and 


Pastor J. Roy McComb, told the 
tion Sunday morning, Dec. 
18, to take the money that was‘passed 


only ‘‘This is from First Baptist 
Church in the name of Christ." 


He said he has been getting calls and | 


* how it is exemplified in Southern Bap- 
* tist churches — as well as interviews 


‘Season’s Greetings | 


out and give it to needy people they 
knew in the community. If they, them- 
selves had a need, take it for them- 
selves. 

“It's been one of the most gratifying 
experiences we've ever had,” said 
McComb, who had only forwarned the 
church deacons of the giveaway. 

“T told the people we felt that we 
needed to all be ministers to the com- 
munity, and that many people had 


visits from numerous people who 
elderly lady, she cried and cried,” said 
McComb 


Those who knew of no immediate 
need, were told to take some and pray 
for God to lead them to someone with a 
need. One woman reported that after- 
noon she received a call from a person 


honored our commitment.,"’ 


5 
t 


1. 


either gave or received money. “One 


who had a need. Said McComb, “God . 


Christianity has two holy days which are observed through the world as | 
holidays, and these are Christmas and Easter — the observation of the * 
, birth of the Savior and of His resurrection following His sacrificial death 
that all might live. 

The time of Christmas is upon us, and the staff of the Baptist Record 
counts it a privilege to be able to take this means to wish-for all a very 
meaningful observation in the spirit of that time in Bethlehem when “the 
Word became flesh, and dwelt among us.” 

This is the final issue of 1977, so we take this opportunity also to wish for 
| one and all a very happy and gratifving New Year 
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with pastors of the Top 15 churches, a 


:, compilation of the questionnaires and 


rf 
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a list of the 425 churches — is in the 
December issue 6f Home Missions 
magazine, the publication of the 
— Baptist Home Mission 


rd 
(NOTE: A complete listing of Mis- 
sissippi churches included among the 
fastest growing in the SBC, may be 
found on Page 3.) 
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SBC Home. Mission Board 


Names Bunch Coordinator 


ATLANTA (BP) — David T. a 
44, has been elected director of Mision 


(HMB). 

The election came ‘during the De- 
cember meeting of the board’s execu- 
tive committee here. The board also 
named a national consultant on youth 
crangeles appointed 10 mis- 
on two missionary associates, 

ree associate. + "student 
and approved two pastors for lan- 
guage . 

Bunch, currently area director of 
missions for the lowa Southern Baptist 
Fellowship, will coordinate and expe- 
dite Home Mission Board involvement 
with Mission Service Corps and Volun- 
teer Involvement in Missions (VIM). 

Mission Service Corps is a denomi- 
national plan to enlist and assign 5,000 

for volunteer service at home 
and abroad by 1982. Support for the 
volunteers will come from churches, 
individuals and other groups. 

Bunch, who will assume his duties 
Jan. 15, 1978, will work with Ralph L. 
West, process coordinator for all in- 
quiries and applications, and with 
Lewis I. Myers Jr., named in October 
by the Southern Baptist Foreign Mis- 
sion Board to work with volunteers 
who wish to assist career missionaries 
overseas. 

Bunch, a native of Eldon, Mo., is a 
graduate of Southwest Baptist Junior 


. 

he has been pastor of churches in 
Missouri and a pastoral missionary in 
South Dakota. He has headed up 
pioneer mission work in Iowa, at- 
tached to the Missouri Baptist Conven- 
tion. He is married to the former 
Norma Joann DeLozier and they have 
three children. 

Directors also approved appoint- 
ment of Dave and Tige Bennett of 
Tempe, Ariz., as national evangelism 
consultants for youth. They are mis- 
sionary associates. 

Bennett, a native of Joplin, Mo., was 
Baptist Student Union director and 
campus minister at Arizona State 
University prior to appointment. He 
also was BSU director at Southern 
Missouri State University, music and 
youth minister in Texas and Missouri 
and pastor in Oklahoma and Missouri. 

Mrs. Bennett, also from Joplin, is a 


Gisnent of 0 now wave of Indithinede 


refugees by Irvin Dawson, the HMB's 
director of refugee resettlement. 
Dawson noted some 15,000 refugees 
have been ed for resettlement 
in the United States, with an additional 
10,000 expected to be approved soon. 


Of that number, about 17,000 have /| 


fled communist controlled lands by 


putting to sea on small boats. Thailand ~ n 


now is turning the boats away, Dawson — 
said, and the plight of the refugees has 
become desperate: 


, 


‘~there is a8 tient need fe Guth 
ern Baptists to assist in the resettle 
ment of this new wave of refugees,” 
Dawson said. “And so far we simply 

aren't receiving the kind of responses 
that we must have if we are to fulfill 
our responsibility as a denomination.” 


- 4350 Spring St., 
30309. 


. Atlanta, Ga. 


Cooper Receives 
E. Y. Mullins Award 


LOUISVILLE, Ln nd (BP) — Owen 
Cooper, a Mississippi layman who has 
served as a leader in state, conven! 
and international Baptist life, has 


onyarded the highest honor given by 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary here. 


The former president of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention received the E. 
Y. Mullins Denominational Service 
Award at the seminary’ s December 
16th graduation service. 


The Yazoo City, Miss., native is the 
16th recipient of the award, estab- 
lished by trustees to “under- 
score the importance of the channel of 
Christian service available through 
the structures of denominational life.” 


Jewish, Baptist Understanding 
Strengthened In Joint Meeting 


DALLAS (BP) — Baptists and Jews, 
bound together in history as children 
of Abraham, strenthened bonds of un- 
derstanding at a joint national meet- 
ing here to deal with political and so- 

Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) 
President Jimmy Allen and Rabbi 
Marc Tanenbaum, national director of 
interreligious affairs for the American 
Jewish Committee, challenged the re- 
ligious groups to make their common 
biblical heritage and democratic trad- 
itions the foundation rock for estab- 
lishing human rights and religious lib- 
erty for all peoples. 

Assembled by the American Jewish 
Committee and the Christian Life 
Commission of the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas, the meeting was 
called ‘Agenda for Tomorrow: Bap- 
tists and Jews Face the Future.” One 
discussion session featured U. S. Sen. 
Mark Hatfield (R.-Ore. ), a Baptist, on 
a forum with Jewish counterpart Rita 
Hauser, chairman of the Foreign Af- 
fairs Commission of the American 
Jewish Committee in New York City. 

Hatfield said that Jews and Baptists 
have the responsibility to “bear a truly 
prophetic witness to the human rights 
that emerge from our Biblical tradi- 
tion.”’ The senator said that suffering 
of Jews throughout their history and 
modern day persecution of Christians 
in Uganda and of Jews and Baptists in 
the Soviet Union demand that people of 
God restore the world to the definition 
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Directors also were briefed in reset- 


<cBhort Ferm Work: 


have his life valued.” 


The three-day meeting at Southern 
Methodist University was enscribed 
with specific and often emotional re- 
ferences to the death of six million 
Jews in concentration camps in World 
War II, and the recent dramatic visit 
of Egyptian President Anwar Sadat 
with Israeli Prime Minister Menahem 
Begin in Jerusalem. The depth of the 
bond and feeling between Christians 
and Jews in the United States and Is- 
rael was illustrated in actual tears 
shed at the Dallas meeting by Allen 
and by Jim Wright, majority leader of 
the U.S. House of nepagporeaiives. 

The suffering of peoplé whose religi- 
ous liberties are denied has forged a 
spirit of alliance and an agenda of 
common concerns between Baptists 
and Jews, according to Allen and other 
speakers. 

“In a very real way, their tears 
make u drothers and sisters as we seek 
religiouis liberty,’’ said Allen, who 
came to tears himself at the close of his 
speech. 

Wright, a Presbyterian, was over- 
come with emotion giving an eyewit- 
ness account of Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat'’s visit to Israel. He said 

_he was ‘“‘deeply impressed with the 
sincerity of Sadat’’ and ‘‘there is no 
parallel for what he did.” 

He quoted Sadat: “If a person has in 
his power to bring about peace, and 
doesn’t do it, that person will answer to 
his God.”’ 

About 200 Baptist and Jewish 
laypersons and pastors and rabbis 

: participated in substantive discus 
sions led Any religious leaders: -~ 


85 Peniocis To Utilize 5,000 


Volunteers In Next Two Years 


during the saturation phase. The sat- 
uration phase also includes visits by 
professional men and women and 
noted singers to bring a Christian wit- 
ness to professional groups and to the 

_-general public by personal appear- 
ances. 

In the final phase, campaigns will be 
held simultaneously in central points. 
They include both mass meetings and 
services in the individual churches. 

The Baptist General Convention of 
Oklahoma, along with other state Bap- 


By Ruth Fowler tist conventions, will provide volun- 
teers for the Hong Kong Major City 
Evangelism Campaign, now under 
way. Major city evangelization emph- 
ases also are under way or being plan- 
ned in nations in Asia, South America 
and Europe. 

In the most recent evangelistic 
campaign, a two-week crusade in 
Zambia in September, more than 2,700 
professions of faith were recorded. 
This crusade was led by 20 volunteers, 
primarily from Tennessee. 


Broda Installed As New 
Publishing House Chief 


RICHMOND (BP) — More than 
5,000 Southern Baptist volunteers will 
be invited to serve in 85 different pro- 
jects during the next two years 
through the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion (SBE) Foreign Mission Board’s 
office of evangelism and church de- 
velopment. 

The board will ask them to partici- 
pate on a short-term basis (about one 
to six weeks) in projects in both rural 
and urban areas in groups ranging 
from just a few persons to several 
hundreds. They are separate from the 
new SBC Mission Service Corps, which 
seeks 5,000 volunteer missionaries by 
1982 for service at home and abroad. 

More than 2,000 volunteers will be 
needed in a nationwide evangelistic 
campaign in Brazil scheduled for’ 
1978-80. The board, at its Névember 
meeting, approved a recommendation, 
to invite the Baptist General Conven- 
tion of Texas to supply these volun- 
teers. The project is aimed at helping 
Brazilian Baptists realize their goal of 
doubling the present 2,605 Baptisf 
churches and increasing membership 
from the present 390,646 to one million 
by 1982. 

The volunteers, who may reach 3,000 
in number, will participate in all ph- 
ases of the work on the campaigns in 
Brazil, with the majority of them 
utilized during the 1980 campaigns 
which climax the two years of work. 

Plans are.also under way to invite 17 
of the first 24 volunteers to apply for 
foréign service through Southern Bap- 
tists’ Volunteer Involvement in Mis- 
sions (VIM) information retrieval sys- 
tem. They will be asked to participate 
in an evangelistic campaign in the city, 
of Campinas, Brazil, March 12, 1978, 

as part of a group of 58 volunteers 

needed for the project. 

In other projects, the Florida Bap- 
tist State Convention will provide 
more than 800 volunteers for major 
city evangelism campaigns in Korea. 
This emphasis, for 1978-80, will 
in five of Korea's largest cities. 

The basic outline of the campaigns, 
recently planned by Southern Baptist 
missionaries, Korean Baptists and 
Piorida Baptists, follows that of other 
major city evangelism emphases. 

» They begin with a preparation stage, 
which includes Witness Involvefnent 
Now (WIN) Schools, stewardship 


taining oe leadership training for 
: will lead home Bible studies 


EL PASO, Tex. (BP) — Amid some 
350 well-wishers from 10 nations, N. 
Aldo Broda (at right in picture) was 
formally installed here as the new 
general director of the Baptist Spanish 
Publishing House. 

The ceremony at First Mexican 
Baptist Church marked the first time a 
Latin American Baptist has held the 
post. Broda, a third-generation Argen- 
tine Baptist who previously directed 
the Argentine Baptist Publications 
Association in Buenos Aires, was 
elected in May, 1977, and assumed 
duties in November. 

Along with the publishing house in- 
stallation; Broda also became an hon- 
orary citizen of El Paso. Alderwoman 
Polly Harris represented the mayor of 
El Paso in that ceremony. 

During the bilingual installation ~4/ 
translated into English and Spanish — 
Thomas W. Hill (at left in picture) who - 
headed the publishing house from 
1970-76, presented Broda a gavel 


formed from materials used in print- 
ing the first New Testament at the 
Baptist Spanish Publishing House: Hill 
now serves as secretary of com- 
munications department of the South- 
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. 
The board operates the publishing 
house. : 


Among the nationals participating 
in the installation were pastors Ig- 
nacio Loredo from Argentina and 
Javier Armengol of Mexico. Others 
taking part included A. Clark Scaf- 
long, president of the publishing house 
trustees and Foreign Mission Board 
field representative for Middle 
America, and Frank W. Patterson, d+ 
rector of the publishing house from 
1943-70 


The publishing house provides 
bles, books and Christian materials 
Spanish to more than 40 cduntriés, 
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The “‘call to conscience” issued at 
the close of the meeting by the Texas 
Baptist Christian Life Commission 
and the American Jewish Committee 
reflected the commonalities and the 
distinctions shared by Jews and Bap- 
tists: ‘‘In a spirit of mutual respect 
and authentic fellowship, we dis- 
cerned during these days how great 
are the bonds we share on the basis of 
our common biblical inheritance and 
democratic traditions, even as we 
acknowledge our distinctive religious 
differences as believing Christians 
and Jews.”” 


The statement said the Baptists and 
Jews, along with other religious 
groups and peoples of conscience, will 
cooperate in the months ahead to seek 
resolution of problems in areas of 
shared concerns: like the “‘growing 
and threatening trends of dehumani- 
zation’’ that are a consequence of‘ter- 
rorism and crime; human rights in the 
United States and abroad; and to 
“stand together against” prejudice 
and hatred, particularly ‘‘racism, 
anti-Semitism and sexism.” 


One of the special interest sessions 
was ‘‘The Role of Women in Jewish 
and Baptist Traditions.’’ Speaker John 
Claypool, pastor of Northminster Bap- 
tist Church in Jackson, Miss., said that 
“the omega point toward which we are 
striving”’ for all people is voiced in Ga- 
latians 3:28 which says ‘‘There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free man, there is neither 


male nor female; for you, are all gne in . 
. Christ Jesus.” 


‘Claypool said that “we bene to cope 
withthe reyolution in human relations 
that He (JeSus) brought about... ina 
profound sense, Jesus was a 
feminist.’ Claypool explained that ina 
time when a woman’s testimony was 
not accepted in court, Jesus trusted 
the important news of his own resur- 
rection first to women. 


St. Louis (BP ) — Plans toexpand the 
scope of the National Council on Relig- 
ion and Public Education (NCRPE) 
were begun at the organization's 
seventh annual meeting here, accord- 
ing to James E. Wood Jr., newly 
elected vice president of the organiza- 
tion. Wood, executive direetor of the 
Washington, D. C. -based Baptist Joint 
Committee on Publie Affairs, said 
NCRPE appointed a special commit- 
tee to study the establishment of reg- 
ional units thi t the nation to 
advance the inclusion of religion 
studies in the public’ school cur- 
riculum. Joseph Forcinelli of the Har- 
vard University School of Education is 
the chairman. 


Washington — Baptists churches. 


throughout the world will observe 
Sunday, February 5, as Baptist 
Alliance Day (Seventh Day Baptists 
observe the previous Saturday). It is 
an annual date, the first weekend of 
each February, when the world’s 
137,000 Baptist congregations in 138 
countries take time to meditate on 
their oneness in Jesus Christ (Ephe- 
sians 4:5,6) and to pray for one 
another. 

Washington — Music will be an im- 
portant bridge to communication at 
the Ninth Baptist Youth World Confer- 


ence when five thousand Baptist youth, 


and leaders from 70 countries-are'ex- 
pected to converge on Manila, The 
Phillippines, July 19-23, 1978. Mark 
Blankenship is director of music for 
the conference. Blankenship, a well- 
known composer and conductor, is 
editor of youth and adult music for the 
Church Music Department of the 
Southern Baptist Convention Sunday 
School Board. 


Washington, D. C. (RNS) — The U. 
S. State Department will seek to admit 
10,000 more Vietnamese ‘‘boat people” 
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to help accommodate the rising flood 
of refugees which has. reportedly in- 
creased from 500 to 1,500. month. The 
“boat people” are often stranded in 
Asia in the boats in which they fled 
from Vietnam. The refugees have also 
faced problems in recent weeks in 
finding Asian countries which will 
allow their ships entry. Thailand, 
which had long been a haven, has re- 
versed its policy because of the over- 
whelming numnbers arriving there. 


13th Solo 


Cindi Nix, daughter of Jan Nix, who 
directs the music program at the Baptist 
Children’s Village, sings a solo during 
the Christmas Sparkles presentation at 
the village. This is her 13th solo at the 
13th Sparkles program..Cindi is a senior 
in high school. 


Born Again Author Cites 


Worsening Moral Decay 


By David Wilkinson 


NASHVILLE (BP) — Charles Col- 
son, the former “hatchet man’’ in the 
Nixon administration who wrote about 


Jerry Clower, a member of First 
Baptist Church, Yazoo City, was 
among those receiving awards. 

Colson, who recently became a 
Southern Baptist, cited several na- 


his’ post-Watérgaté conversion in a’ 'tiorial polls’ whith ind 


best-seller ‘entitled “Borm 1 Again, 
claims something is amiss ih'America~ 
when the nation’s moral decay con- 
tinues to worsen in spite of a dramatic 
increase in the number of self- 
professing ‘‘born again’’ Christians. 
He was speaking to a luncheon 
gathering sponsored by the Religious 
Heritage of America during its annual 
three-day “pilgrimage” here. 


BWA Leadership Sees 


“Growing Pains” 


NEW ORLEANS, La. (BP) — The 
Executive Committee of the Baptist 
World Alliance (BWA) gave attention 
to three upcoming world conferences, 
endorsed plans for expanded prog- 
rams in world evangelism and world 
relief, and heard encouraging reports 
of Baptist growth in a hundred coun- 
tries. 

The occasion was the committee’s 
annual meeting, assembled this year 
at New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary. About 60 leaders from 
seven countries participated. 

Robett S. Denny, BWA’s general 
secretary, told the committee that the 
Alliance has suffered from ‘‘growing 
pains” created by its increased mem- 
bership and increasing Baptist popu- 
lation. The Alliance is a fellowship of 
109 Baptist conventions and unions 
with 29 million members in 100 coun- 
tries. 

“This larger family,’’ he said, 
“brings expanding requests for prog- 
rams and services, an expanding staff, 
expanding regional organizations, ex- 
panding activity by regional organiza- 
tions, and expanding relationships — 
at the same time providing wider op- 
portunities.’’ 

Twp new sub-committees went to 
work during the week to help meet the 
growing needs. One is a Long Range 
Planning Committee, with Theodore 
F. Adams, a BWA past president, as 
chairman. The other is an ad hoc 
committee chaired by Duke K. McCall 
to look at more effective means for 
financing the world-wide ‘am. 

James L. Sullivan, chairman of the 
BWA Division Committee on 
Evangelism and Education, reported 
that training conferences have been 
held for national evangelism leaders 
in Europe and in Asia the past year, 
and that one is planned in Africa in 
May 1978. A training program and 
evangelism crusade is planned at 
Guatemala City in Jenaity 1978, di- 
rected by C. Ronald Goulding, the 
BWA's associate secretary for 
Evangelism and Education. 

The BWA’s Division of Relief and 
Development reported that 
bodies have $500,000 toward a 
$1 million goal for a worldwide im- 


munication program in cooperation 


with the Brothers Brother Foundation 
and World Health Organization. The 
program aims at ridding the world of 
six major childhood diseases. The 
BWA has been able to import 20,000 
Bibles and hymnals-into eastern 
Europe in recent months through its 
program of interch aid it was re- 


ported. 

A general operating budget of 
$535,210 was approved for 1978. The 
major part of these funds will come 
from gifts by -individuals and 
churches. Member bodies in eastern 
Europe and other currency controlled 
countries are prevented by law from 
sending contributions out of their 
countries. 

Logistics and program details for 
three upcoming world conferences 
were also reported. The Second World 
Conference of Baptist Men will meet in 
Indianapolis, USA, April 5-9, 1978. The 
9th Baptist Youth World Conference 
will meet at Manila, the Philippines, 
July 1923, 1978, and the 14th. Baptist 
World Congress will convene in To- 
ronto, Canada, July 8-13, 1980. 


At Christmas 


(Continued from page 1) 

day I received word that during our 
party, little, precious Darlene had 
gone to be with Jesus. Some of the joy 
of Chi was gone for me but the 
magic still remained. It remained in 
my memory of her darling laugh and 
sparkling eyes. 

In the midst of our war torn world 
the magic of Christmas still exists, at 
least for me. The magic of Christmas 
is bells that toll their songs of Jesus’ 
birth far and wide: It .s the 
Christmas tree piled high with gifts. It 
is the with Santa on last 
float. It is on Christmas Eve 
for one last minute gift. It is sitting on 
Santa’s knee at Sears. It is being in 
church where the story of Jesus’ birth 
is told. The magic of Christmas is plan- 
ing Santa Claus, and yes, the magic of 
Christmas is people like Darlene. 


Don Nerren is pastor of Macedonia 


a 


icate Di wpsit ge 
eis "wet ity 2690 Tellme & 7 

“He poitited oat that in @ recent Gal- 
lup Poll 60 percent of the Americans 
surveyed said religious belief were 
“very important”’ to them, compared 
to a figure of about 17 percent five 
years ago. 

At the same time, he. added, statis- 
tics indicate that. crime,.pornography 
and other social evils are still on the 
rise. 

“People who are coming to Christ 
aren't changing the world,’” Colson 
emphasized. ‘What an indictment of 
the body of believers.” 

The former special counsel to Presi- 
dent Richard Nixon was one of four 
Southern Baptists honored by the Re- 
ligious Heritage of America. The in- 
terdenominational organization seeks 
to reaffirm and reestablis the funda- 
mental spiritual values of the nation’s 
founding fathers. 

Colson confirmed in an interview fol- 
lowing his luncheon presentation that 
he has joined Columbia Baptist 
Church, a Southern Baptist congrega- 
tion in Falls Church, Va. The 
church’as pastor, Neal Jones, is a 
close friend and serves on the board of 
directors of Prison Fellowship, a 
prison ministry Colson founded with 
the help of former Iowa senator Harold 
Hughes. Hughes also spoke during the 
conference. 


“I just didn’t want to make it a big 
media event,” he said. Colson said he 
joined the church alone. His wife is a 
Roman Catholic, 


Jim Rupe, producer of the ‘“‘Country 
Crossroads”’ and ‘‘Master-Control”’ 
radio programs for the Southern.Bap- 
tist Radio and Television Commission, 
received a Faith and Freedom Award; 
Jerry Clower, Southern Baptist enter- 
tainer and comedian, was 
with a Special Award; and W, L.. 
Muncy, a professor at Missouri Bap- 
tist College, which he helped to estab- 
lish, received the Gold Medal Award. 


In his address, Colson said that shal- : 


low Cirtstian teaching {eons of the ree- 
sons for religion's lack of influence on 
society. ‘Much of our Christian teach- 
ing does not stress what servitude in 
Christianity is all about,” he claimed. 


“It involves giving the totality of our - 


lives.” 

Another problem, he said, is that 
Americans have a tendency to look to 
government for answers. He recalled 
that many times former secretary of 
state Henry Kissinger, in a meeting 
with top officials, would 
begin with a comment that what was to 

be decided that day would change the 
course of 

“As 1 look back on it now,” he said, 
“we; weren't changing the course of 
human history — at least not the way 
we thought we were. I stood at the side 


of the man who holds the highest office - 


era iy an I know 
course of human histor} ” ¢ 


Atheist Files Motto Suit, | 
“Not Broadcast Petition’ 


A much more limited petition was 
filed in 1974 by two California men with 
no tiesto O’Hair asking the FCC to 
limit the granting of permits to licen- 
perm od ii aes. aero 


tinued to identify O’Hair as the 
petitioner. As aresult, yet another new 
wave of protests from ill-informed 
people has flooded the FCC in recent 


Another incorrect version of RM 
2493 is that it is a bill in to 
eliminate religious broadcasting. This 
rumor is as false as the rumiors about 
Mrs. O’Hair and the FCC. 

Yet another myth subscribed to by 
many church people and some jour- 
nalists is that the Texas atheist was 
responsible for the Supreme Court de- 
cisions on prayer in schools. The facts 
are as follows. 

Mrs. O’Hair was not connected in 


Tax Credit 
Legislation 
Sidetracked 


WASHINGTON (BP) — Tax credit 
for college tuition was killed for this 
session of when an amend- 
ment to the Social Security appropria- 
tions bill attached by U. S. Sen. Wil- 
liam V. Roth Jr. (R-Del.) allowing a 
$250-a-year credit was severed. 

The conferees had disagreed on the 
tax credit provision, thereby holding 
up passage of the Social Security bill. 
Under administration pressure to get 
the Social Security legislation passed 
before adjournment, the controversial 
tax credit provision was finally drop- 


ped. : 

Roth vowed he would renew his at- 
tempts to provide tax relief for parents 
of students in nonpublic colleges when 
Congress reconv year. Hear- 
,., ing has been.scheduléd in January for 
a similar measure allowing tax credits 
for all nonpublic school students intro- 
duced by U. S. Sens. Daniel P. Moyni- 
han (D-N.Y.) and Bob Packwood (R- 
Ore.). 


“4 


sion in the New York case in which the 
court said that a government written 
and approved prayer, required by 
government to be recited by school 
children, is unconstitugional. 


ere 


“* 
She was a party in an auxifiary case) 
in 1963 when the court ruled d 
ernmentally required religious devo- 
tions for school children, sucti'as Bible 
reading and/or recitation of the Lord’s 
Prayer, violate the Constitution. 


Foundation Board 


Simmons 
Honored 


D. L. Simmons Sr. ef Jackson, who 


_ was president of the Mississippi Baptist 
* Foundation Board for the past year and 


who rotated off the board at the end of 
the year, received an award in recogni- 
tion of his service at the foundation's 
annual banquet. Presenting the award is 
A. L. Boone of Winona, right, chairman 
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The Missions Task 
Mission Checks-In 1978 


By Clarence Cutrell, Associate, Stewardship Department 


¢ 

The year 1978 is to be unusual. It will have 53 Sundays. Churches could make it 
even more unusual with their degree of mission support in the following ways: 

1. Join the very few churches already doing so by sending mission checks to 
Jackson each Monday. e 

2. Join the many churches who now remit once each month. Do this on Monday 
of the last full wreaks tn Sie wee, ENS 18S tase dates would he Janus. 35, 
February 20, March 27, April 24, May 22, June 26, July 24, A it 21, September 
25, October 23, November 20, and December 26. — 

3. Make Sunday, Dec. 31, a day of special mission offering with all monies 
received going for mission support. Let the church recommend one or more of 
the following Baptist causes deserving the support of Southern Baptist people: 
Cooperative Program, Cooperative Program-Mississippi Baptist Convention 
causes, Cooperative Program-Southern Baptist Convention causes, Lottie Moon 
Christmas offering for foreign missions, Annie Armstrong Easter offering for 
home missions, Margaret Lackey state mission offering, Christian education in 
Mississippi (or any one of our ‘four colleges), Children’s Village, the six 
seminaries (or any one of them), Radio and Television commission. Give each 
person the opportunity to select the cause of his preference for his gift. . 


Pi 


The newly organized board of directors of the Mississippi Baptist Foundation is 
shown above. Harold Kitchings, executive secretary of the foundation and secretary 
of the board, is at left. Others, left to right, are E. L. Herring, Jackson, executive 
committee member; J. W. Barfield, Jackson, vice-president of the board; Kearney 
Travis of Hattiesburg; Grady Doss of Eupora, president if the board; Charles Lofton of 
Brookhaven, executive committee member; Harvey Ray of Meridian; A. L. Boone of 
Winona, ch airman of the executive committee; and Joe H. Ratcliff of McComb. Not 


of the executive committee. 


No 13th Check 


For Annuitants 


pictured was J. C. Murphy of Laurel. 


NO 


leaders. 


students,”’ the survey report said. 


who claimed membership in 1972. 


Consultant for HMB 
Former “Moonie” Cites 


Void In Upbringing 


By Charlie Warren 


OLIVE BRANCH, Miss. (BP) — A 
25-year-old former member of the Sun 
Myung Moon’s Unification Church told 
a group of Southern Baptists here that 
he became a “‘moonie’’ because he had 
a void in his life that had not been filled 
in his Southern Baptist upbringing. 

Chris Elkins, who has reaffirmed 
commitment to his Southern Baptist 
aad png staff members and 

of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention (SBC) Brotherhood Commis- 
sion at their semi-annual meeting 
here. Now a consultant with the inter- 
faith witness department of the SBC 
Home Mission Board, Atlanta, Elkins 
told of his three years as a ‘‘Moonie.”’ 

“There were several needs in my life 
that I didn’t realize that I had,” Elkins 
said, referring to his first contact with 
the Unification Church in 1973, when 
he was a senior at the University of 
Arizona. “But what I met the after- 


offered something very dynamic to 
me 


“T had never seen that level of dedi- 
cation or motivation in my own 


Elkins believes it was the lack of 


bringing that made him susceptible to 
the teachings of the Unification 
Church. ‘When it came time for me to 


would I have been drawn into that or- 
ganization?”’ he asked. No, he would 
not, he answered, adding that the 
theology of the Unification Church 
would have been unacceptable to him 
if all of it had been presented from the 
beginning. “But they presented it in 
such a way that it seemed to be a logi- 
cal progression. Things seemed to fit 
into place like a puzzle.” 

He told of his experience of running 
from his family when he. discovered 


they were planning to have him “‘De-- 


programmed,”’ a practice he is 
against because deprogramming does 
not allow freedom of thought. 

“If they (Moon supporters) want to 
believe he (Moon) is the messiah . . . I 
don’t want to take that right away 
from them,” he said, explaining he 
feels that way because he doesn’t want 
anyone trying to jeopardize his right to 
believe in Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Messiah. 

He went on to say, however, that 
when the leaders of the Unification 
Church take advantage of the nation’s 
freedom of worship, take the ‘cream 
of the crop of our young people,” use 
indoctrination and organize into a so- 
called “Christian” church so that their 
funds will be tax free, he said he won- 
ders whether we should ‘‘be so le- 
nient.” | 


Top Teens Believe In God 


BROOK, Ill. (RNS) — The nation’s top teenagers continue to 
have high regard for religion and traditionai values and are turning more 
“hawkish” and “to the right,” according to an annual survey of high school 


The nationwide poll interviewed nearly 24,000 leading high school 
seniors and juniors who are among the 317,000 high achievers featured in 
the 1976-77 edition of ‘‘Who’s Who Among American High School 
Students,”’ published by Educational Communications Inc. here. 

“Tradition threads its way through the moral and religious lives of these 


Some 80 percent said they prefer a traditional marriage, 70 percent have 
never had sexual intercourse, 88 percent have nét-used drugs, 77 percent 
favor maintaining the defense budget at the present level or increasing it. 

The top teens of the nation have consistently expressed their preference 
for traditional family life and the majority have been active in organized 
religion. But there appears to be a growing trend toward conservative 
lifestyles and attitudes in other areas. 

However, the leading teenagers remain tolerant and acknowledge the 
right of others who are more permissive. . 

The percentage of leading teenagers who consider themselves members 
of an organized religion has dropped from 81 percent last year to 79 per- 
cent. However, the new figure represents an increase over the 70 percent 


Some 89 percent said they belieyettthere is either a personal God or 
Supreme Being, or a vital force or spirit in the world. This compares with 
92 percent who expressed such’a belief last year. ns : 

The percentage of top students who do not believe there is a God or vital 
force has increased over the past year frorn 1 percent to 2 percent. The 
number of those who were unsure rose slightly from 7 percent to8 percent. 


He spoke of a philosophy used by the 
group called ‘‘heavenly deception,” 
explaining they feel they are commis- 
sioned by God to build the physical 
kingdom of heaven on earth even “‘if 
they have to lie a little bit.” 

He told of the work of the fund rais- 
ers who go out under the guise of sol- 
iciting money for charitable projects, 
raising as much as $1 million in five 
days. Moon, he says, is worth $60 mill- 
ion, all held in the name of the church, 
making it tax free. 

Challenging the Baptists, Elkins 
said, ‘‘the fraternity, the love, the un- 
derstayding — it all exists in our 
churchés. Youth ought to be able to 
find what they are looking for in our 


churches. ‘‘There are a lot of people , 


today who are my age and younger 
who want to devote their lives to some- 
thing, who want to reach out and help 
the world, who want something 
dynamic.” 

Referring to Bold Mission Thrust, 
the SBC's goal for reaching the whole 
world to Christ by the year 2000, Elkins 
encouraged the group to fill the void in 
the lives of those youths who are seek- 
ing deeper meaning in their lives. 

“From my point of view,” he con- 
cluded, ‘Bold Mission Thrust is possi- 
ble. We can reach the world.” 


Mississippi Fast Growers 


Among the 425 fastest growing churches in the Southern Baptist Convention — 
the top 1.5 percent — are these churches in Mississippi listed according to their 


growth rate: 


Unity Baptist Church (222) 
Picayune. MS 
Greenbrook Baptist Church (244) 


This Christmas 


DALLAS, TX — The Southern Bap- 
tist Annuity Board has changed its 
method of giving a **13th Check.” 

Instead of mailing the extra benefit 
check to retirement program annuit- 
ants at year’s end, the pension board 
will spread additional earnings on in- 
vestments over a 12-month period. 

Because of the new method, the 
Board will mail no “13th Check” to an- 
nuitants (retired program particip- 
ants) this December. 

Extra earnings have already beden 
passed among to annuitants in ‘their 
regular monthly checks throughout 
1977. 

Darold H. Morgan, Annuity Board 
president, explains the decision to 
handle the extra earnings on annuity 
reserves differently was made to 
simplify and enhance administrative 
procedures. 

“In years when exceptional invest- 
ment earnings are realized,” he said, 
“an additional dividend will still be gi- 
ven. I regret to say 1977 is not one of 
those’ years, However, ‘I aitn'grateful 
fmat most annuitants are already re- 


year.” 

The decision is expected also to help 
annuitants who receive monthly be- 
nefits in planning family budgets. 

“Many of our annuitants need the 
money they used to receive in the ‘13th 
Check’ to live throughout the year,” 
says Morgan. ‘“‘Under the new policy, 
recipients will get checks that reflect 
extra earnings monthly. They'll then 
have more income to live on when they 
need it most.”’ 


“Growing Evangelistic 


Churches” is the theme of the 


Evangelism Conference. Send 


your pastor. 


Ra 


ceiving larger checksthan those of last — 
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wis, Springs, Dedigates, Sanctuary 


Rawls Springs Church. near. Hattiesburg recently held dedication ceremonies for 
an enlarged and renovated sanctuary. Arqund ittended th jOON Ceramony. 
Billy Green, former pastor, was the aperBeves, a ed in 
1968, reunited to sing for the occasion, coming from as far as Colorado. Flowers 
donated in memory of |oved ones and by church classes banked the front of the 
church. A pictorial history of the church was displayed in the foyer. The dedication 
service was preceded by dinner-on-the-ground. 

The original sanctuary was built in 1955 to hold 300. Renovated primarily through 
the efforts of church members, the sanctuary nqw holds 520. Pastor Bill Mitchell 
recently celebrated his 11th year anniversary with the church. 


School Gets No HEW Funds, 


Southeastern President Says 


. WINSTON-SALEM, N. C. (BP) — 
Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary here has never received 
federal funds and there is no kind of 


‘Six Graduate At Southern 


Six students from Mississippi were among 223 who received degrees in com- 
mencement exercises at Southern Seminary, Louisville, Ky., on Dec. 16. Owen 
Cooper, layman and businessman from Yazoo City, spoke to the graduates. Cooper 


received 
ceremony. Gr: 
Mason and 
Richard D. 
Church Music degree — Richard Clay 
pictured.) 


Leach 


E. Y. Mullins Denominational ‘Service Award during the graduation 
uates from this state included: Master of Divinity degree — William E." 

ca V. Waugh; Doctor of Ministry degree — Tommy Lee Leach and 

inderwood; Doctor of Philosophy degree — Steve McNeely; Master of 


Moore. (Mason and Underwood are not 


McNeal 


discrimination at the school, accord- 
ing to seminary President W. Randall 
Lolley. 

Responding to reports that th- 
eastern has been cut off from funds by 
the Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare (HEW) for refusal to sign 
a non-sex discrimination statement, 
Lolley said, “‘It is puzzling to me for 
HEW to say that our funds have been 
withdrawn when we receive no monies 
whatsoever from them or any other 
federal agency.” 

Lolley said that as an “integrated 
auxiliary’’ of the churches of the 
Southern Baptist Convention that re- 
ceived no tax revenues, the seminary 
is not subject to any federal agencies’ 
régulations. 

The term ‘‘integrated auxiliary” is 
used by the Internal Revenue Service 
to determine, for tax exemption, the 
relationship between basic purposes of 
parent religious bodies and their au- 
xiliaries, such as schools, hospitals, 
publishing houses and social "service 
agencies. 


Rhodesian Missionaries 
Granted Re-entry Permits 


RICHMOND (BP) — Two Soifthern 
Baptist missionary families have been 
granted re-entry permits by the 
Rhodesian government. The action 
came about two weeks after two 
Southern Baptist volunteers were de- 


nied entry — in an apparent 
tightening of visa requirements. 

At the time it was believed the new 
restrictions have been a reac- 
tion to United $ goverment pres- 
sures being on South Africa or 
to unfi articles written by a 


missionary of another denomination 
about the Rhodesian political situa- 
tion 


South Africa, like Rhodesia, has a 
pe ncn serdar 
Aa population black 

Davis L. Saunders, the Southern 


Baptist Foreign Mission Board's sec- 
retary for Eastern and Southern Af- 
rica, received word of the easing of the 
visa situation Dec. 1 in a telephone 
conversation with Logan C. Atnip, 
chairman of the organization of South- 
ern Baptist missionaries in Rhodesia. 

Visas were granted for the return of 
the John P. Griggs and Gerald E. 
Schieiff families. The Griggses, who 
have been on furlough in Jefferson 
City, Tenn., are already back in 
Rhodesia. The Schieiffs are in Jones- 
boro, Ark 

Atnip also said that the situation 
looks favorable for the granting of 
entry permits to new missionaries 
within the next few weeks. Atnip and 
other Southern Baptist missionaries 
had called on Southern Baptists in the 


United States to pray for the situation 
in Rhodesia, where political unrest 
continues to disrupt life. 

“We believe this latest development 
is a direct answer to those prayers,” 
Saunders said. “‘We hope Southern 
Baptists continue to pray for 


Mrs. Kelly Is 
Still Tl 


Mrs. Earl (Amanda) Kelly, wife of 


* 


The Christmas Story... 
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The Word Became Flesh 


In,the Gospel of John the writer used 
beautiful poetic wording by way of in- 
troduction. He said, “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things 
came into being by Him; and apart 
from Him nothing came into being that 
has come into being. In Him was life; 
and the life was the light of men. And 
the light shines in the darkness; and 
the darkness did not comprehend it.”’ 

Luke’s gospel, of course, is most 
often used in presenting what has be- 
come known as the Christmas story, or 
the account of the birth of Jesus. The 
Gospel of John, however, also has 4 
beautiful version as it states, ‘And the 
Word became flesh, and dwelt among 
us, and we behold His glory, glory as of 
the only begotten from the Father, full 
of grace and truth.” 


These words introduce a concept 
almost too broad for the human brain 
to grasp. God Himself, the eternal 
creator, took upon Himself the form of 
man by means of human birth and 
dwelt in the midst of His people. He 


simply could have showed up on earth 
as a full-grown person, but in that 
event He would have been divine only. 
Through the only means possible to be 
both human and divine, He was born of 
a woman—and she was a virgin. 


So now we have come to the time of - 


the observation of that birth, which is 
celebrated by the whole world— 
Christian and non-Christian alike. 

A great deal is said every year at this 
time about the Christmas spirit. What 
is it? 

The Christmas spiri fr dept onan not jingling 
bells and lighted 
crowds. It is not even reap festive 
gathering of family members who 
may not have been together in many 
months, though there is no effort here 
to be disparaging of such gatherings as 
being worthwhile. 

The Christmas spirit is the awe- 
someness of the knowledge that God 
Himself became flesh for the purpose 
of providing the way of salvation for a 
world that had lost the way almost 
from the beginning of its existence. 

\How the unbeliever approaches 
Christmas, and why he celebrates it at 


Mississippi College . . . 
Law School Accreditation 


A great deal has been reported re- 
cently about the fact that the School of 


It needs to be pointed out that the 
school has never been accredited. It 
has been a part of Mississippi College 
for only the past two years. Before that 
it was the Jackson Law School, located 
in a house on North President Street, 

night. I 
tation 
come much quicker under the present 
circumstances than it would have had 
the school not moved to Missigsippi 
College” " 


Lawyers do not have to graduate 
from accredited schools to be able to 


In Mississippi 


' ee 


practice law in Mississippi. They need 
only to pass the state bar examination. 
The adv: of accreditation is the 
ability to transfer credits to other 
schools and to take the bar exam in 
other states. 

That is, all law students except those 
graduating from the University of 
Mississippi must pass the bar exam. 
And while this publication is not a 
political journal (we do try to keep an 
eye on moral legislation and on 
church-state matters), and we have 
nothing at all to do with the University 

Dthis disGassion'givesus 
occasion to point ouf YWit the fact that 
Ole Miss graduates do not have to pass 


Mdlnord, Padtts 62 an nsud to be he 


cussed here, however. 
At any rate, there should be no doubt 
that Mississippi College is moving to- 


all, is difficult to understand. 

Luke wrote, ‘‘And she gave birth to 
her firstborn son; and she wrapped 
Him in cloths, and laid Him in a man- 
ger, because there was no room for 
them in the inn. And in the same region 
there were some shepherds staying 
out in the fields, and keeping watch 
over their flock by night. And an angel 
of the Lord suddently stood 
them, and the glory of the 
around them; and they rribly 
frightened. And the ange to them, 
‘Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring 
you good news of a great joy which 
shall be for all the people; for today in 
the city of David'there has been born 
for you a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. And this will be a sign-for you: 
you will find a baby wrapped in cloths, 
and lying in a manger.’ And suddently 
there appeared with the angel a mul- 
titude of the heavenly host praising 
God, and saying, ‘Glory to God in the 
highest, And on earth peace among 
men with whom He is pleased.’ ”’ 


Christmas is a Christian obser- 
vance. But almost we have allowed the 


ward accreditation as well as it is able 
to do so. It should be a tribute to the 
American Bar Association that ae- 
creditation is not easy to come by. It 
will be worthwhile when it is attained. 
And it will be attained. 

Accreditation by the American Bar 
Association is said to be unusual on 
first application. Mississippi College 
authorities, however, thought that 
provisional accreditation was well in 
sight until the committee made its 
judgment known. College officials 

that, th 


poe told ar lad in Baptict Record 
‘Conmell on Lega! Education 


ing ‘these standards to their spariic 
situation. When a school is considered 
to be in substantial compliance with 


se. tion. 


world to take it away from us. The gos- © 


pel writer said that ‘the light shines in 
the darkness; and the darkness did not 
comprehend it.” 

Let the world go ahead and have its 
collective bash at Christmas. We can't 
stop it right now. But let us as Christ- 
ians remember the reason there is a 
Christmas. And in the spirit of Christ- 


bee Be mas, let us set about to make it plain to 


the world about us that without the 
glory of the eternal God being the cent- 
ral theme of their lives and of their 
observation, they have not really 
celebrated Christmas at all. 


The Old Testament prophecy found 
in Isaiah reads, “Therefore the Lord 
Himself will give you a sign: Behold a 
virgin will be with child and bear a son, 
and she will call His name Immanv- 
el."’ And Matthew repeats the 
prophecy and adds the note: ‘‘which 
translated means,‘God with us.’ ’ 


So without the Spirit of God there is 
no observation of Christmas. May His 
Spirit reside with all of us, not only 
during this holiday season but also on 
through the year to come. 


{he standards, it is visited by an in- 


spection team made up of faculty 
members and administrators from 
actredited schools. This corfimittee 
repons through the accreditation 
committee and the Council on Legal 
Education to the ABA House of Dele- 
gates. If the House of Delegates ap- 
proves provisional accreditation, the 
school has three years to complete re- 
quirements for full accreditation. Mis- 
sissippi College, through its work with 
ABA consultants, felt that the school 
was ready for provisional accredita- 


c ~approvéd, it will be contrary to 


committee recommendations. 


Mississippi College is disappointed 
but will continue to seek accreditation. 


Congratulations to Fastest Growing 


Congratulations to Fellowship 
Church in Petal, and to Woodlawn 
Church in Vicksburg, and to Arlington 
Heights Church in Pascagoula, and to 
Colonial Heights Church in Jackson, 
and to Pinelake Church at the Ross 
Barnett Reservoir, and to 13 other 
Mississippi churches. 


They have been determined to be 
among the 425 fastest growing 


Guest Editorial . 


churches in the Southern Baptist 
Convention—the top 1.5 per cent. 
There are 18 of the 425 in Mississippi. 
Fellowship in Petal is listed as the fas- 
test growing in Mississippi according 
to the criteria used. It is the 46th fas- 
test growing in the nation. 

Readers will pardon please a listing 
of the top 5 in Mississippi instead of 
only the top 3, as might have been ex- 


pected. Number 5, you see, is the 
editor’s church. 

The other 13 deserve attention also. 
They are First Church, Horn Lake; 
Temple, Pascagoula; Oakland, 
Corinth; Pass Road, Gulfport; Unity, 
Picayune; Greenbrook, Southaven; 
Goodrum, Vicksburg; First, Jackson; 
Community, Rienzi; Peoples, Ripley; 
Olivet, Gulfport; McDowell; Jackson; 
and Carey Chapel, Red Banks. 


Included in this list is the largest 
Baptist church in Mississippi and pos- 
sibly some that are among the smal- 
lest. Others are all in between. What- 
ever the size of the church, and what- 
ever its formula is for growth, it is 
working at the job, and it is being suc- 
cessful 


Again, congratulations. A series on 
the top five fastest growing churches 
in Mississippi will begin early next 
year, 


The Real Issue in the Tax Credit Bill 


Since introducing their Tuition Tax 
Credit Plan, Senators Robert 
Packwood and Daniel Patrick Moyni- 
han have tried to cloud the real issues 


\_ involved. The Packwood-Moynihan 


ees 
_ 


ill, S. 2142, and its companion bill, H. 
R. $332 in the House, would provide for 
a massive tax credit to aid private and 
church-related education from the 

through 5 at 


a projected annual cost of $4.7 billion. 
The bill would provide tuition-paying 


taxpayers a tax credit of up to $500 per 
student, subtracted directly from the 
amount of income taxes owed. For low 
income taxpayers the credit would be 
refundable, that is, if he is entitled to a 
tax credit greater than the amount of 
his income tax bill with the difference 
being refunded to him in cash. 

This new parochiaid plan, which is 


~ scheduled for hearings before the Se- 


nate Finance Committee in early 
January, has been defended by 
Moynihan by attacking those who in- 

the First Amendment as pro- 
hibiting tax aid to Catholic and other 
church-related— schools. Senator 


funds for church schools are guilty of 


CHRISTMAS: AN AMERICAN 
ANNUAL OF CHRISTMAS LITERA- 
TURE AND ART by R. E. Haugan, 6 

pp., $3.25, paper) This 47th edition of 
CHRISTMAS will bring to you some of 
the most beautiful art, music, poetry 
and stories. Celebrate the joy and 
of Christmas with CHRIST- 


have the foggiest idea what an estab- 


fuse the real issues in the tuition tax 
credit bills. James E. Wood Jr., execu- 
tive director of the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs, has said 
of Moynihan’s charges, ‘‘It is de- 
magoguery of the worst kind since it is 
a deliberate attempt to obscure the 
real issues of constitutionality, religi- 
ous liberty, the separation of church 
institutions from public control, and 
the fundamental principles of U. S. 


public policy. j 

Amen! The tuition tax credit bill is a 
serious threat to the American tradi- 
tion of separation of church and state. 
The use of tax funds in support of 


church schools is incompatible with, 


Book Reviews 


SPRINGS OF LIVING WATER by 


John Henry Jowett (Baker, papery 


$2.95, 366 pp., reprint) John Henry 
Jowett wrote these meditations in 1914 
while he was serving as pastor of the 
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church ia 
New York City. 


SERMON SEEDS FROM THE 


PSALMS by W. G. Heslop ( 
paper, 144 pp., 99,95, reprint) 


= 


the guarantees of the First Amend- 
ment. 

Texans will note with interest that 
among the 43 United States senators 
who helped sponsor the tax credit bill 
were Lloyd Bentsen and John Tower. 

This assault against the First 
Amendment and the separation of 
church and state must be turned back. 
All Americans who cherish religious 
liberty and the constitutional principle 
of church-state separation should 
write their senators and representa- 
tives and rT their opposition to S. 
2142 and H. R. 9332. 

Presnall H. Wood 
Baptist Standard 

NOTE: Neither Senator James 

Eastland nor John Stennis of Missis- 


sippi helped sponsor this bill. 


meditations on each of the 150 Psalms 
were written as springboards for ser- 


mons. They enlarge on the theme that . 


the Psalms abound with a strain of 


JOANNA’S MIRACLE by William 
H. Armstrong (Broadman,’126 pp.) 
This new novel is by the best-selling 
author of Sounder. It tells of Joanna, 
who was born in a field, with a with- 
ered arm and one leg shorter than the 
other, and of her search for the young 
healer of Nazareth. It is a story for all 
ages” 


Faces And Places 


By Anne Washburn McWilliams 


Faces around a Christmas tree. . . . 
Who was there when you were eight? 
Yesterday at Louise, Mrs. Tom 
Harper told me about her Christmas of 


75 years ago. ‘We had turkeys, but 
Daddy brought home a big deer, too, go 
we would have plenty of meat for the 
holidays. My sisters and brothers 
helped me decorate our tree with 
strings of popcorn and red berries. My 
mother baked lots of cakes."’ 

Her daughter, my sister-in-law 
Zelma McWilliams, remembered 
Christmas when she was a child. ‘‘Af- 
ter we decorated the tree, we would 
sing Christmas carols. Daddy played 
the violin and my sisters, Ruth and 
Jeanette, would take turns playing the 
organ. Daddy had trapped mink and 
coons to make extra money to buy our 
presents.”’ 

At our house when I was eight, Betty 
and I went with Daddy to get the 
Christmas tree. We left the warm 
kitchen where Mama was engulfed in 
the lemony aroma of the Lane cake 
icing she was beating. Daddy got his 
axe from the wood pile. We walked 
past the well and up the high hill into 
the woods behind the barn. 

“‘Here’s a good one,’’ Daddy said, 
and cut the cedar with his axe. He 
dragged it down the hill, and at the 
steve wood pilé he nailed -a-square 
~ beard to the bottom. 


ropes of red paper garlands and silver 
tinsel. We hung the red paper bells that 
opened out like Valentine hearts. Then 


we covered the whole thing with 


icicles and fastened our homemade 
cardboard and silver paper star to the 


top. 

At Ridge Grove School we drew 
names as we sat around the big wood- 
burning heater -with its metal safety 
jacket, while we fervently wished that 


Christian Morality, 


it would snow. I drew Rayford Duck's 
name. (He is pastor now at Calvary 
Church, Greenwood. ) 

We went to County Liné_ Church, 
where they were practicing the 
Christmas play. Daddy was going to be 
a shepherd and wear a bathrobe. 
Mama was singing in the choir. I have 
forgotten who played Mary and 
Joseph, but they were balanced on the 
boards that bridged the baptistry. 

Christmas Eve our Training Union 
went serenading (we didn't call it 
caroling), standing on hay in the back 
of an open truck. I had anew coat, grey 
with white pin stripes and a black vel- 
vet collar. Not often did I get a new 
winter coat, and naturally Mama 
wanted me to take care of this one. She 
asked me not to wear it on the truck. 
But I was sometimes as stubborn and 
disobedient then as I sometimes am 
now. 


The cold clear night was Covered 
with stars. Though I could never carry 
a tune, I tried to sing with the others. 
“O come let us adore Him, O come let 
us adore Him, O come let us adore 
Him, Christ the Lord.” 


My feelings of exultation quickly 
evaporated when | climbed off the 
truck and in the light found a big spot of 
black grease on-my new coat. 

’ When Jesus was borrrin 
he was wrapped iti swaddling’ q 
but He canie'to bring mié a royal’ robe! 
He brought me a “‘garment of salva- 
tion” (Isaiah 61:10). 


He permits me to wear it anywhere 
and all the time, but I think he wants 
‘me to model it in such a way that 
others can readily know I am a Child of 
the King 

Jesus came so that-he might.reveal 
to us the face of God. Because He 
came, faces shine with love at Christ- 
mastime. 


a che i 
Is, 


A Positive Life Style 


By J. Clark Hensley 


a Executive Director, 


Christian Action Commission 


Last Spring appropriate legislation 
was introduced to bring Mississippi 
laws in line with recent decisions of the 
Supreme Court that allows each com- 
munity to decide what is obscene. The 
Senate bill died in committee. The 
House legislation died on the calendar. 
Similar legislation is being introduced 
again. Now is the time for concerned 
Mississippians to tell their legislators 
that we are tired of delays, alibis and 
buck-passing and that we want action 
in this legislature — we want it fast — 
and we want it in spite of the efforts of 
the movie industry and news dis- 
tributors to the contrary. We hope our 
influence, votes, and the conscience of 
the legislators will speak more loudly 
than the dollar pressure of those who 
deal in the moral perversion of chil- 


Churches and pastors must continue 
to be aware that other drug abuse, in 
addition to alcohol, is pandemic: 
Everywhere — it worsens! Each new 
generation must be alerted to the 
health hazards, the economic con- 
sequences, and the moral implications 
of drug abuse. Many churches con- 
tinue to operate entirely on the: 
philosophy of keeping an ambul 
down in the valley rather than buil 
a fence on the cliff — and more and 
more precious persons for whom 
Christ died plunge to disaster and de- 
spair. A little caring — a little intelli- 
gent planning — and a little time spent 
in preventive education and motiva- 
tion would save many lives from 
wasteful doom. 

In September, pastors and others in 
each church received a copy of HELP 
For Television Viewers sent by The 
Christian Life Commission SBC. We 
have encouraged the use of the sugges- 


dren, youth, and emotionally eT | tions in this packet to lead the people to 


adults. 
Another significant bit of legislation 
for 1978 already introduced involves 


the surrender of drivers license for one ‘ 


year if onejs convicted of driving while 
intoxicated. An important feature of 
the bill is the reduction of presumption 
of intoxication from .15 percent to .10 
percent, which would bring our state in 
line with the nation on implied consent. 

Legislation also will be introduced to 
extend indefinitely the 3 percent tax on 
liquor fof use in programs to rehabili- 
tate the alcoholic. This tax, levied last 
year, will expire in two years unless 
extended by another bill. The liquor 
interests will fight this hard. You 
should let your views be known soon. 
The Lord's Army has a lot of deserters 
when we talk about liquor laws. Bap- 
tist voters, being in the majority, have 
no one to blame but Baptists for the 
moral climate in our state. Judgment 
at the House of God is the crying need 
of this hour. Bold Mission Thrust will 
become an empty echo from the shal- 
low cavern of our hypocrisy unless we 
begin to behave like we say we believe. 


t 


become aware of what they may effec- 
tively do to combat the debasement of 
human dignity and the perversion of 
God-given sexuality by the mass 
media — especially the television net- 
works. It would appear that many of 
our pastors are indifferent to this 
threat to family life in Mississippi and 
to common decency. On the other 
hand, many others are taking this 
threat seriously and seeking to lead 
their people to aggressively face this 
issue. Letters coromending good - 
rams and voicing opposition to those 
that are morally offensive do get re- 
sults if enough people exercise this 
citizenship option and Christian moral 
obligation. 

Recently, our Commission chair- 
man,Dr. Macklyn Hubbell, stated to 
the Commission: “Even before Christ- 
ians were so named at Antioch, they 
were called”the separated, ones.’ We 
encourage Christian people to illus- 
trate a moral Christian . We 
believe that Christian morality is a 
positive alternative to offer those who 
are inundated by immorality.” 


"Should A Church Be Veribest—Or Only Soso? — 


Fs 


Kentucky has a Greasy Creek Church and a Typo 


By W. C. Fields, 
NASHVILLE (BP) — Baptil®churches habitually 
choose names that Semone their location, This leads to 
some surprising names for religious congregations. 
Apart from the fact that many of these church names 
place, some seem to convey to the 


were pre-determined by 
stranger in attitude. Like the Hustleville, Solitude, Meek ~ 


and Pride Baptist Churches in Alabama. Alabama also has 
a Welcome Baptist Church. 

Then there are the Cash Baptist Churches in Arkansas, 
South Carolina and Texas; the Tranquility Baptist Church 
in California; Church (Ga.), Energy (Ill, and 
Tex.) and Charity (Ill.) churches; Little Hope churches 
(Ky. and Tenn.); King Bee (Tenn.); Humble (La.): Plain 
renee Sac Friendly (Md.); and Soso (Miss. ) 
Chure! 


Add the Big Level Baptist Church(Miss.); Hooe and 
Huzzah Churches ( Mo.) ; Ideal and Yeso Churches (N.M.): 
Love (N.C,); Fancy Fap (N.C.); Ketchum, Okay, High 
Spring, Sooner, Last Chance and Slick Churches in Ok- 
lahoma. Throw in Halfway Church of Texas and the Skin- 
quarter Baptist Church of Virginia and you have reflected, 
however, fairly, quite an array of attitudes. 

Perhaps accidentally, some churches names seem to 
reflect an editorial judgment somewhere back in the dar- 
kening past. For instance, the Minor Heights Baptist 
Church or the Sunny Eve Church, both in Alabama. Or, 
Dinosaur (Colo.); Head of Tennessee (Ga.); Dry Branch 
(Ga.); Muddy (Ill.); Mud Meeting House ( Ky.); and espe- 
cially Old Yellow Creek No. 1 and Old Yellow Creek No. 2in 
Kentucky. ane 


Rowden Is 
Promoted To 


Vice-President 


Marjorie Rowden, who has served 
for 15 years as director of public rela- 
tions at William Carey College, has 
8 ee been named vice 
© president of college 


‘relations. The 
| promotion was 
formalized by 


Carey’s board of 

Commenting on 
the appointment, 
Carey President 
Rowden Ralph Noonkester 
praised Rowden’s ability and loyalty 
to the college. ‘‘In 15 years at this col- 
lege, sh e has proven herself a capable 
and creative administrator. And, no 
matter where she is — be it Jackson, 
Atlanta, or Tel Aviv — or what she’s 
doing, she is promoting William Carey 
College.”’ 

Rowden, an Atlanta native, came to 
Carey in 1962 following her graduation 
from New. Orleans Seminary, She.also 
halds.a,degree from, Agnes Scott Col. 
lege and has done additional graduate 
work at Eastern Baptist Seminary and 
University of Southern Mississippi. 

Rowden and her late husband, Paul 
Rowden, served as missionaries to Is- 
rael from 1951-1957. ; 

On the convention-wide level, Mrs. 
Rowden is a member of the Baptist 
Public Relations Association and the 
Home Mission Board's Christian Ser- 
vice Corps committee. 

An avid traveler, she has directed 
numerous tours to Europe and the 
Holy Land. Besides travel, she enjoys 
writing. She has authored two chil- 

dren’s books, and has contributed ar- 
ticles to many Southern Baptist 
periodicals. 


New Magazine 


Is For Parents 


LIVING WITH CHILDREN, a new 
quarterly magazine containing prac- 
tical, detailed articles and features on 
rearing children will be published by 
the family ministry department of the 
Baptist Sunday School Board begin- 
ning Jan. 1, 1978. The new periodicat 
may be ordered on the regular Church 
Literature Dated Form. 


Betty Smith directed the songs 
that were presented by the cast 
members in rhythmic sign lan- 
guage. The music was taped by the 
church choir under direction of 
James Glass. All sign language was 
translated by six hearing interpret- 
ers and narrators: Smith, Mary Lee 
Crews, Doyle Jones, Jay Scirratt 
Tom Prather, and Rachael Tate 


Church. There is also Eros (La.); Cloudy, Chéek and 
Omega Churches in Okl@agma;4Var Creek in Tennessee, 


plus Inspiration, Cross Cut and Dime Box Baptist Churches \ 
in Texas. 


Some church names seem to commemorate historic 
events: Hurricane, East Battle Ground (one of my favo- 
rites) and Broken Arrow (Ala.); Pontoon (Iil.); Scaffold 
Cave, Hanging Fork and Gray Hawk (Ky.); Quarles 
(Mo.); and Gamble Hill (N.C.). 

The shortest name among Southern Baptist churches is 
that of the Ai Church in Alabama. There are others: Bio 
and Ty Ty Churches (Ga.); Iota (La.); D Lo (Miss.); La 
Dueand Polo(Mo.); Micro(N.C.); Bantam (Ohio); and, in 
name size, last of the least, Zoe (Ok!a:). 

Some church names are long ones which must make 
writer’s cramp an occupational hazard among their 
church clerks. Such as Autaugaville (Ala.), West 
Thonotosassa (Ga.); Three Forks Bacon Creek (Ky.); 
Bartahatchie (Miss.); Koshkonong and Caruthersville 
(Mo.); Thacklerville (Okla. ); Coosawhatchie (S. C.); and 
Kaunakakai in Hawaii, where they tend to stutter a lot 
anyway. 

Some names appear to incorporate and institutionalize 
some quaint goal of the founders: Evening Shade and 
Natural Steps (Ark.); Double Run (Ga.); and Tidal Wave 
Baptist Church in Tennessee (which must be a good 300 
miles from the nearest tidewater ). Then there isa rare pair 
of Occupy No. 1 and Occupy No. 2, plus the ones at Coax and 
Aimwell in Louisiana. Consider also, Bunch and Crutcho 
(Okla.), Era and Profitt (Texas). 

Then some churches have enigmatic names like the 
Eniginia Baptist Church (Ga.); Anon Church (Ala.); Mys- 


| Deaf Act In Christmas 


The angel who sang “‘O Holy Night” was Gloria Gladney. Other angels were Trina KayHood, Kathy Jordan, Marty Kelly, and 
Dorothy Jean Petty. Kelly, the daughter of Director Rita Kelly, was the only hearing member in the cast. Shepherds were 
Carlie Hill, Debra Hill, and John Milling. Joseph was played by Carroll Carney and Mary by Carol Ann Bryant. 


Howard Palmer, 


center, a teacher 
at the Mississippi School for the 
Deaf and former actor with the Na- 
tional Theater for the Deaf, played 
the feature role of God. The three 
wise men were played by Martin 
Davis, left, Clifford Holbrook, right, 
and Bobby Gladney. 


“tic Church (Ga., and at Fields, La.); Eternity (11.)! IXL 


‘(Kans.); Koran (La.); Pope and Days (Miss.); Strang 
(Okla.);-Four Holes (S. C.); MCM (Tenn.);and Lower 
King and Queen (Va.). And who has not identified often 


_with the people at Puzzle Ridge Church in Missouri! 


Some names undoubtedly must have been knowingly 
adopted with a smile. Rabbittown (Al.), forsooth! And 


Loco (Ga.), Mississippi has a long list of such — Shubuta, 
praasiek. 
‘oc 


Euclatubba, -Tehula, Itta Bena, and 
, plus some others, A reporter talled me 
from San Francisco prior to the 1971 meeting of the South- 


_¢rn Baptist Convention to confirm the name and express 
‘fis utter delight with the Fee Fee Baptist Church in the St. 


Louis area. 
Attach to this list also the Crossnore and Porter Swamp 
in North Carolina; Kickapoo and Little Quar- 
sarty in.Oklahoma; Broadmouth (S. C.); Gath and Ool- 
tewah (Tenn.); Aina Haina (Hawaii); Earth and the 
matchless Texas prefix, Waxahachie. 

«Eyebrow raisers bound to have some special evolution 
behind them. Silk Hope (Ga.); Little Bonne Femme and 
Times Beach (Mo.); Toecane, Spray, Bee Tree, Hog 
Swamp, Hanging Dog and Nags Head (N. C.); Romulus 
(Okla.); Haile.Gold Mine (S.C.); Hanging Limb (Tenn.); 
Poetry (Texas); and Brandy Baptist Church in Virginia. A 
tie in this category, however, goes to two churches with 
singularly strking names: Up Green River Baptist Church 
(Tenn.), and the Six and Twenty Baptist Church (La.). 

Names.of some churches might imply a theological 
stance: Wetmore (Ala.); Old Fashion (Fla.};.Open Bib- 
le (Fla. ¥¢.The.True Gospel (Ga. ); Solid Rock (Ga.); Blue 
Water-(Mich.); Coldwater and Deepwater (Mo.); Little 
White Water (Mo.); Only Way (Okla.); Free Communion 


(Tenn.); Content (Tex.); and Lost City (W. Va.). 

Other, church snd place names survived perhaps be- 
cause they sound beautiful. There is Oothcalooga (Ga.), for 
instance. And Uti Lity (La.). Listen to the music Tutwiler 
(Miss.), Sue City (Mo.); Pomme de Terre (Mo.), Win- 
nemucca (Ney.); Cooleemee, Canetuck, and Altamahaw’ 
(N. C.); Montmorenci and Wassamassaw (S. C.). 

Some of the names might have come from a Chamber of 
Commerce. Consider the Baptist Church and 
the Tee and Green Baptist Church, both of Florida. Then 
there are the churches at Gasburg, Indiana, and Hot Wells, 
Louisiana. Inelude in this list Little Texas (Miss.); Pure 
Air (Mo.); Rural Dale (Mo.); and New Found (N. C.). 

And what shall we more say concerning the personalized 
names such as Sister Springs Baptist Church (Ala.), Chev- 
rolet and Gamaliel Churches (Ky.); the Bob Baptist 
Church and the Comrade Baptist Church (La.); Bigwitch 
(N.C.); Plato and Geronimo (Okla.); Ro Ellen Mas- 
cot (Tenn. ); Beth Car Church (Va.); Ben Franklin, Nother 
Neff; Mother Holmes and Tarzan Baptist Churches in 
Texas. 

Among the 35,073 churches of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention across all 50 states there are hundreds of First 
Baptist Churches, scores with names like Calvary, Grace, 


.Concord, Faith, Mount Zion, and New Hope. Those listed 


above stand alone, distinct and unique of name. In the end, 
notwitstanding, we slialt be judged, not by what we put on 
our signboards, but by what we become as a people of God. 


(Note: The father of Baptist Record editor Don 
McGregor is a former pastor of the Veribest Baptist 


Drama 


™ =. me 


(Photo by Rita Kelley) 


Woodland Hills Church, Jackson, 
James Scirratt, pastor, presented a 
Christmas Nativity drama on Sunday 
evening, Dec. 4. Actors in ‘“‘And So He 
Came... Like Us” were all deaf people 
who attend Woodland Hills Church. 

Rita Kelley, director of the produc- 
tion, and teacher of adult deaf at the 
church, said, ‘The play was not part of 
our ministry to the deaf, but-a part of 
their ministry to us.’’ The cast had 
been working on the 30-minute drama 
for a month 

Woodland Hills has had a program of 
ministry to the deaf, age six through 
adulthood, for 18 years. Betty Smith, 
office secretary in the state Depart- 
ment of Student Work, coordinates the 
church’s services for the deaf. 

The church has Bible and social ac- 
tivities studies and Sunday School 
classes for the deaf and the sermon is 
translated into sign language each 
Sunday. Also the church conducts 
classes in sign language. 

This was the first such drama that 
the church had presented 


Asia Historian Studies Lottie Moon 


Church in Texas.) 


Foundation Reports 
$20 Million Assets 


NASHVILLE (BP) — The Southern 
Baptist Foundation experienced re- 
cord growth during 1977, pushing total 
assets to over $20 million for the first 
time, according to reports given at the 


annual meeting here. 


Executive Secretary-Treasurer Hol- 
lis Johnson III announced that the 
foundation’s total assets increased 
$3,610,346 to $21,089,025, the largest 
single year dollar increase in the his- 
tory of the foundation. The percentage 
increase of 20.7 percent, was not the 
largest ever. 


The foundation also received the 
largest single gift in its history with 
income designated to the Southern 
Baptist national Cooperative Prog- 


A. AD, ANOPY MOMS id Asted 
$1,836,750 with the f ion by estab- 
eee ote re ct toe of eet cee ee weet als > 


Ark. BSU'E 


Gets Off To 


LITTLE ROCK (BP) — A Third Cen- 
tury endowment campaign to raise $1 
million support. for Baptist Student 
Union’ (BSU) work on Arkansas’ 27 
campuses has already received over 
$200,000 according to figures released 
by the Arkansas Baptist State Conven- 
tion. 

The Baptist Student Union is an arm 
of Southern Baptist churches with an 
active ministry on college campuses. 
Billboard advertising, radio and tele- 
vision spots and mass mailings to 
churches are being used in the cam- 
paign, thought to be the first active 
campaign by any state convention for 
endowment support of its BSU prog- 
ram. 

The campaign was implemented 
through a vote at the 1976 Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention. ‘‘Messen- 
gers” there voted unanimously to 
allow promotion of the campaign in 
churches and among individuals, urg- 
ing them to make five year commit- 
ments. 


The endowment will be invested’ 


through the Arkansas Baptist Founda- 
tion which functions as a related non- 
profit institution for the support of 


lishing two trusts. The donor pre- 
sented an outright gift of $651,750 and 
established a charitable annuity of 
$1,185,000 over which he will maintain 
control of the principal. : 


~ Eighty-five perceht of the income 
from both trusts is designated for the 
operating budget of the tive 
Program. The other 15 percent will be 
distributed to three other Christian or- 
ganizations. Johnson said the gift has 
already earned over $100,000. 


Income produced from the founda- 
tion assets in 1977 was $1,140,149, an 
increase of $116,671 over 1976, again a 
new high. Figures show operating ex- 
penses have increased an average of 
7.7 percent serene te 10 
mee ats . 3 
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ndowment ™ 
Fast Start 


f ne 


Baptist causes. Earnings of $70,000 to 
$80,000 annually are expected from the 
final million dollar investment. 

Earnings will be used to employ up 
to five student associates each year to 
assist BSU directors in expanding 
their outreach in areas such as 
evangelism, dormitory visitation, and 
Bible study groups. Salaries for part- 
time BSU directors at the five new 
junior colleges in Arkansas will be 
provided. There are already 3,000 Bap- 
tist students enrolled in these rapidly 
growing schools. 

A more diverse ministry to the 800 
international students now studying in 
Arkansas will be possible. Expanded 
support for the Arkansas BSU Sum- 
mer Missions program and for a wide 
variety of mission-type projects will 
also be provided from endowment 


Send your pastor and 
staff to the Evangel- 


ism Conference. 


UJ 

BIRMINGHAM, AL — Does the 
truth about Lottie Mdon’s perfor- 
mance as a missionary live up to the 
legends? 

A scholarly critique of her life just 
published by Harvard University 
Press says, “Yes.”’ 

Irwin T. Hyatt, Jr., associate pro- 
fessor of history at Emory University, 
put Lottie Moon and Southern Baptist 
regard for her under the historian’s 
lens in his book Our Ordered Lives 
Confess. 

_, Miss Moon is one of three nineteenth 
century American missionaries in 
East Shantung studied in this socio- 
biography. Others are T. P. Crawford, 
feisty head of the Southern Baptist 
mission in North China until the 
Foreign Mission Board severed rela- 
tions with him over his Landmark 
preachments, and Calvin W. Mateer, 
of the Presbyterian Church, USA 
(North). The book explores each of 
these three personalities who dealt 
with similar opportunities and inves- 
tigates intercultural understanding. 

Of the three, Lottie Moon appears by 
present-day standards to have been 
the archetype loving missionary. 

Hyatt, who has an Episcopalian and 

background, wrote the 
book as a follow-through to his Har- 
vard dissertation on US-China rela- 
tions. ‘I believe that American mis- 


sionaries in China were an important 
part of the story; not much had been 
written about their objectivity as indi- 


, viduals,” Hyatt said 


Hyatt’s fascination with Charlotte 
Diggs Moon includes not only what she 
did for the’Chinese, but also what she 
did for Southern Baptists. The book as- 
sesses why Baptists have 
memorialized her in the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for Foreign Mis- 
sions. With a goal of $34 million in 1977, 
this offering, suggested by Miss Moon 
in 1888 and later named for her, has 
amassed a cumulative total of 
$337 864,786 for foreign missions. 

To Southern Baptists who have re- 
manticized and spiritualized their his- 
tories of Lottie Moon, this secular his- 
torian’s viewpoint is refreshing. The 
fact that he unveils realities from 
young love to senility, yet pronounces 
her good, is revealing 

Hyatt wrote, “A woman of unusual 
background, intelligence, and com- 
passion, she pursued understanding of 
China with a truly remarkable inten- 


- sity mn Oe Ss ee 


tures were not undertaken by Wes' 
females she lived alone in the 
Chinese interior, with'the Chinese 
This was only one stage in a forty-year 
career of such honest fortitude as to 
constitute a Kind of spiritual and 
human-relations odyssey 


_‘‘Her name is ‘synonymouns with 
missions’ and in a way synonymous 
with China,” Hyatt said. “She is an 
acknowledged saint to a church that 
suspects saints and a symbol of inter- 


racial love in a section where hatred is 
supposed to have been peculiarly the 
rule. She has in fact become a genuine 
culture heroine to a degree seemingly 
unapproached by any other: 


God 


Or Santa Claus? 


Making demands on God ignores the caring aspects of his 
personality and our relationship with him. 


i'm mad at God. If I'd dare, I'd hate him. For the lest month 
everything has gone wrong end | have gotten blamed for every: 
thing around here. | broke a window by accident, my dog got out 
of the yard and was hit by a cer, and my steady broke up with me. 
Why doesn’t God listen when | ask for help? 


You have the wrong idea about prayer. It is not like depositing a 
quarter in a drink machine and immediately receiving your request. 
God has feelings and ideas and relationships with people. You cen- 
not treat him like a friendly old Senta Claus who gives you any- 
thing you want. 

Try to see it this way. God expects us to accept responsibility for 
our behavior. He also established some laws of cause and effect in 
his universe and he does not abolish them at a whim. He created 
us with powers of choice. We are not slaves to his will. We are 
allowed to choose freely what we will and will not do. And we . 


chance—like he offers you? 


A 
Fort Worth, Tens 7116. Dre 2 
Fort th, Texes 76116. Or. J. P. Allen, Direstor, Audience Response. 


PAGE 6 BAPTIST RECORD 


Thursday, December 22, 1977 


An Appeal For Prayer: 
Evangelism Campaign 
Begins In Guatemala 


By C. Ronald Goulding, 
Baptist World Alliance 


Baptists throughout the world are 
urged to join in prayer for the blessing 
of God upon evangelistic outreach by 
Baptists in Guatemala during 
January 

The Baptist World Alliance Division 
of Evangelism and Education has 
shared with the Guatemala Baptist 
Convention in organizing the 
and in securing the personne! in- 
volved. 

Pastors of the local churches in 
Guatemala will lead their people in 
evangelism, January 15-18. This will 
culminate in a city-wide series of 
evangelistic meetings which will be 
held each evening in the football 
stadiam in Guatemala city, January 
19-22. 

Simultaneous with the evening 
crusade a conference on evangelism 


Are you sending your 


pastor to the Evangel- 
ism Conference? 


MC F aculty 


and mission will take place during the 
day time for Guatamala Baptist 
ministers and church leaders. The 
subjects for the conference were prop- 
osed by the leaders of the Guatemala 
Baptist Convention and will act as a 
period of preparation for a special 
three year emphasis planned by them. 

In planning the evangelistic out- 
reach and conference, the Division of 
Evangelism and Education sought the 
help of the of Language 
Missions of the Home Mission Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, be- 
lieving that all participants in the pro- 
ject must be Spanish speaking. As a 
result of such consultation with Oscar 
I. Romo, director of the Department of 
Language Missions, it has been ar- 
ranged for Rudy A. Hernandez to be 
the preacher for the evening rallies 
with Sonny Rios providing the music. 
Leaders in the conference will be 
Oscar I. Romo, Rudy A. Hernandez 
and Daniel Sanchez. 

The evangelistic outreach was plan- 
ned on the initiative of the Division of 
Evangelism and Education and is the 
first of such projects which seek to en- 
courage and involve the national con- 
vention. 


Selected 


For Evaluation Project 


Mississippi College has been 
selected by. the Southern Regional 
Education Board to participate in a 
Project on Faculty Evaluation, it was 
announced by Charles E. Martin, 
vice-president for academic affairs at 
the-eollege. ad 

The college is one of 30 institutions 
selected from the 14 state region. 

A team of four faculty members and 
administrators will attend workshops 
in December or January, and in the 
spring, The team will receive assis- 
tance in examining the institution's 
current system of evaluation and 
planning, and design a new system as 
deemed necessary by the team mem- 


In the summer of 1978, the team will 
attend another > peihbon, to assess 
progress 


, identi! 
sible soluti 


and implementation of new proce- 


ie 


Off The 
Record 


“Missed you last week at church,” 
said the pastor. 

“Well, preacher, it was a toss-up 
whether to come to church or go play 
golf.” 

“Was it really a toss-up?” 

“Sure was, preacher. In fact, I had 
to toss up 20 times.” 


What does the bride think when she 
walks into the church?” 
“Aisle, Altar, Hymn.” 


At a formal dedication, Calvin Col- 
lidge was asked to perform the con- 
ventional rites of turning over the first 
shovelful of dirt in the traditional 
groundbreaking ceremonies. He did 
so, and was about to toss down his 
shovel when an aide hastily reminded 
him that it was protocol to say a few 
words. 

Calvin looked at the newly dug earth 
and said softly, “You got some nice 
fishing worms here,’ and then walked 
off. 


dures. Campus-based consultation by 
SREB will also be provided. 
Application for participation in the 


SREB evaluation project was initiated . _ 


earlier this year by the college in a 
continuing effort to expand faculty de- 
velopment opportunities. 


Mississippi College is currently in- 


volved in a three-year faculty de- 
velopment program, initiated in 
March, 1976, which is being funded by 
a $109,500 grant from the Lilly Founda- 
tion. The SREB project will provide a 
better means for evaluating faculty 
members’ performance and profes- 
sional growth. 


According to Steven H. Smartt, 
SREB Associate Project Director, 
selection of institutions for the project 


ms and basis of potential for 
plan fol cite SNES Byte be aetivities and eb- 


jectives, desire to participate in the 
ject, indication of support from the 
culty and administratien, and the 
kelihood that what is learned or-de- 
monstrated on the campus will be 
applicable in other institutional set- 
tings. 

The 30 institutions were selected 
from among 56 applicants for the 
evaluation project and represent 
Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Geor- 
gia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, 
and West Virginia. 
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_RAMES fi NEWS _ 


James A. Hurt and Mrs. Hurt 
were honored December 4, at a 
reception by the Immanuel 
Church, Cleveland, for his 20th 
anniversary as pastor there. A 
check was presented to the Hurts 
from the church. Hurt served as 
pastor of Highland, Laurel, for 
seven years before going to Im- 
manuel in 1957. 


igsssitini silos deanccncaancesteseeasetsoceeasoensdiole tale aan 


Tommie Goins, deaf and blind 
Mississippian from New Albany, 
was featured in articles in the 
Baptist Record and in The Baptist 
Student a few years ago while she 
was a student at Blue Mountair 
ColJege. Since ,that.time she has 
graduated from Blue Mountain, 
and received a Master’s degree at 
Ole Miss. She is now at the Deaf- 
Blind center in New York where 
she is doing advanced work in 
preparation for a professional 
career. She thinks now that 
perhaps she will be located in 
Warm Springs, Ga., where she 
will have a secretary to accom- 
pany her on whatever trips she 
might make. 
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N. C. Plays ‘Tug of War’ 


(Continued from page 1) 2 
state’s Cooperative Program unified 
budget — not assume the trustee func- 
tion of running the internal affairs of 
an institution. 

Withholding of Cooperative Prog- 
ram funds, if the convention would 
elect that route, would have serious 
implications since the convention ap- 
proved a contract, probably unique in 
Baptist higher education, with the Z. 
Smith Reynolds Foundation in 1946 
which binds the convention in per- 
petuity to provide at least 7.5 percent 


of its distributable income each year to 
Wake Forest, with Reynolds providing 
not less than $350,000 a year. 

That agreement currently results in 
about $1.2 million a year for Wake 
Forest. 

A convention spokesman said the 
same issue was raised several years 
ago when Campbell College, Buies 
Créek, N. C., was told by the conven- 
tion not to accept a similar grant and 
chose to obey the will of the conven- 
tion. 


Centennial Tea Honors Maie Smith 


First Church, Isola, declared Nov. 13 
as ‘‘Maie Day” to honor Maie Smith 
and to celebrate the Mississippi WMU 
Centennial. 

At the morning service Mrs. Calvin 
Crawford, WMU director and chair- 
man of “‘Maie Day,” recognized Mrs. 
Smith and told of her payprononel oh 
ments in WMU and in p cons 2-9 

Sunday afternoon a WMU Centen- 
nial Tea was given in honor of Smith. 


On Maie Smith's birthday — May 8, 
1916 — the Isola WMU was organized 
in her home. Smith is the only charter 
member of the Isola WMU who is still a 
member of First Church, Isola. She 
has served as the WMU director and in 
all the other offices of the organization 
in the 61 years she has been a member. 


During 1978, Mississippi Woman's 
Missionary Union will be 100 years old 


and churches over the state have al- 
ready begun celebrating the. centen- 
nial year. Thus, the WMU members at 
Isola_decided to honor the lady in 
whose home their WMU had begun, as 
a good way to begin their year of celeb- 
ration. 

At the tea Smith gave a testimony of 
her love for God and his work, espe- 
cially through Woman's Missionagy 
Union. 


JAMIE AND PATTIE TYNES and their sons, Grég and Scott, are pictured 
at one of the activities during the twentieth year anniversary celebration of 
Tynes’ pastorate at Heidelberg Church, Heidelberg. Tynes went to Heidel- 
berg in 1957, following his graduation from New Orleans Seminary. He is 
also a graduate of Clarke, and Mississippi College, and holds a Master of 
Education degree from William Carey. He serves on the Clarke College 
Board of Trustees. Mrs. Tynes is the former Patty Cliburn, of McDonaid,,A __ 
graduate of William Carey, she teaches at Heidelberg Aca 

The Tynes family was honored by the Heidelberg Church qn their an- 
niversary. A church-wide dinner was held in Fellowship Hall. A silver tea 
service and a check were given to the pastor's family. Jewell G. Smith was 
chairman of the activities, assisted by Mrs. E.H. Morgan and the deacons. 


Jerry Clower of Yazoo City will 
debut his seventh album “Jerry 
Clower On The Road” Jan. 3. The 
album, produced by Snuffy Mil- 
ler, features the famous come- 
dian’s travels around the country 
with his friend Marcell Ledbetter 
and a cut on Clower’s single ‘‘Hot 
Steel Ball.” This album was re- 
corded oiflocation in Atlanta, Ga., 
during the Builders Marts of 
America’s Annual Convention 
and at the All-Sports Association 
of North Florida's Annual Ban- 
quet held in Fort Walton Beach, 
FL. 


William L. Hendricks, a vete- 
ran Southern Baptist seminary 
professor, has been elected by the 
board of trustees of Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary as 
professor of theology and Christ- 
ian philosophy, to Wil- 
liam M. Pinson Jr., Golden Gate 
president. Hendricks will assume 
his duties Aug. 1, 1978, after com- 
pleting the school year at South- 
western Baptist Theological 
Seminary 


Gerald and Virgie Riddell, mis- 
sionaries to Chile, have com- 
pleted furlough and returned to 
the field (address: Casilla 3388, 
Santiago, Chile). 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lee Com- 
pere of Florence are being hon- 
ored by their children with a re- 
ception on their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary in their home on 
Thursday, December 29, from 3 
until 6 p.m, Mrs. Compere is the 
former Ruby Dale Cooper, daugh- 
ter of the late W. R. Cooper, a Mis- 
sissippi Baptist pastor. 

Richard M. Styles, public rela- 
tions consultant for the Foreign 
Mission Board, has been named 
vice president for university rela- 
tions at Hardin-Simmons Univer- 
sity. He will begin duties Jan. 3. 
Styles will replace Sherwyn 
McNair who resigned in De- 
cember. 1976. 


Spree 


Monticello, recently won the 
Lawrence Association “‘M” Night 
Poster Contest. Chris was 
awarded a trophy and certificate 
from his church and a Sword Drill 
Bible from the association. Chris 
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Joey 
Hudson of Monticello. Ken Marler 
is pastor of Bethel. 


Celia Bennett, pictured with her 
husband Carl, was recently hon- 
ored by the Morgan Chapel 
Church (Oktibbeha) for her faith- 
ful service as church pianist for 40 
years. November 20 was proc- 
laimed Mrs. Carl Bennett Day. A 
dinner was held in her honor. 


Ellen Orr (Mrs. N. S. Ellis), 
writer of an article in the Baptist 
Record about the centennial of 
Blythe Creek Church, Choctaw 
County, is granddaughter of two 
of the charter members of the 
church — Buford and Delilah 
Sealy. Her mother was Victoria 
Ann Sealy Hester, wife of Tom 
Hester, who was a deacon at 
Blythe Creek. The church had 27 
charter members when it was or- 
ganized 100 years ago. 
“Jerry M. Stu , director 
Of the church comni 
try of the Greenville (S. C.) eae 
tist Association, has been ap- 
pointed associate professor of re- 
ligious education at Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 


Doug Warren has been chosen 
to be listed in the 1977 edition of 
Who’s Who In Religion. He is a 
graduate of Mississippi College 
and New Orleans Seminary and 
serves as pastor of Calvary 
Church, Silver Creek. 
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Wedding bells outrang Christmas 
bells aroundour house until December 
10, and it again gives us great joy to 
. announce’ the arrival of a girl — our 
second, Kimi Lou Reeves Fancher. We 
get our boys by birth certificate and ~ 
| our girls by marriage license. So far’, 


it’s been a good arrangement. 
Kimi a Frank have been 
sweethearts for more than five years 


— though, for them as for most 
couples, there were parts of that time 
they were not sure of it — so she’s been 
dear tous for a long time. She’s been at 
the house so much that she's seen the 
skeletons in the closets, the dustballs 
penicillin in the re- 


house, some of the groomsmen were 
eee foe mon oat, 
helor party. I said to, our oldest, 
by, can you keep the lid on this 


“Yes, ma’am. I can, and I will.” 

Now, I'd heard all kinds of wild tales 
about such parties (many of them 
pace an Sh dye hos 


sure) — even to eee 
head. However, remembering that it 


took four of us to give Frank his first 
eight or ten haircuts, I figured it would 
take more than afew groomsmen to 
shave Frank's head. 

When they came in, much later, 
Frank dutifully came to our bedroom 
door, the last time he would do so as 
our single, middleborn manchild, to 
‘report, ‘We're here.” 

“Did you have a good time?”’ 

“Yes'’m. And it sort of got me over 
my nervousness. We sat around and 
talked about all the crazy things we've 
done. ” 

“That's why it took so long, huh?” 

After a bit more talk, he went back to 
the den, and I thought, fleetingly be- 
fore I quickly went back to sleep, en 
how we humans excel in doing crazy 
things — some bringing laughter, 
some bringing sobs, some evoking joy, 
some causing sadness, some resulting 
in chaos, some inspiring creativity — 
the varied activities resultant from 
one human spirit involved with other 
human spirits. AND I thought of the 
endings that come to these involve- 
ments. Many of the small, happy end- 
ings, like this final, dutiful participa- 
tion in one ritual of a family, saying, 
“I'm here.” 

Every day, every life has some 
happy endings, some small, some big: 
Sometimes a family may be like the 
person who can’t see the trees for the 
forest (or the other way around) — 
looking for big, earth-shaking happy 
endings and” completely missing 
many, many_Jittle —_ 1, 


endings 3 
” day, and into the night, and iw. 
May many little happy endings give 
you joy during this season which 
celebrates the tiny being, Baby Jesus, 
whose small beginning had as its end, 
from the very beginning of the world, 
that all of life might eventually have a 

happy ending, forever. 


The trouble with people who talk teo 
fast, is that they often say something 
they haven’t thought about yet. 


SUNDAY, 
Write for “Adult Start-A-Class” Guide from state Sunday School Department. 


MAKE RESERVATIONS FOR RIDGECREST AND GLORIETA SUNDAY SCHOOL EVENTS, 
JANUARY 1 
See Glorieta and Ridgecrest schedules, page 26. - 


CHILDREN’S BIBLE DRILL AND YOUTH BIBLE DRILL 


Churches should begin in January (certainly not later than February) to work on the Children's Bible 
Drill and Youth Bible Drill. Leaflets arc available from the Church Training Department. Personal 
consultation can be arranged for those not conversant with the drills. 


Church 
Training 


BEGIN A CHURCH LEADER TRAINING GROUP 
Select a group of persons who have leadership potential and begin a potential leader training 
Pac re ne pone ten Soave Leaner Dipmehg Sener chapters 7 and 8. Also see 
Church Training magazine, November, 1977. 


MAKE re sesh FOR RIDGECREST, GLORIETA, GULFSHORE CHURCH TRAINING 
Sos Sadgoereat, Gtoetota und Gullihers scbetube, page 26. 


Brotherhood 


Share some specific music experiences with —ae 
training project. 


Assist neighboring churchies) in a specific 


SUPPORT BAPTIST MEN'S DAY, JANUARY 22 


M 
ere) a ferdyien Ay fe presen 


HYMN OF THE MONTH 
“Word of God Across the Ages” 


men in music 
raat eal eninecanas 


including song leading, accompany- 


, Hymn # 148, New Baptist Hymnal 


MAKE bag error] plies RIDGECREST, GLORIETA, & GULFSHORE CHURCH MUSIC 
Saothiepschees, Whtsns ik Gelbiliges taba, page 26. 


BAPTIST MEN'S DAY, JANUARY 22 
This is a t 


be found he Jamaary March ene of 


y for every church to focus on the ministry of mos. Program materials can 
Brotherhood Builder. 


MAKE RESERVATIONS FOR BROTHERHOOD WEEK AT GLORIETA, JANUARY 1 


See Glorieta schedule, page 26. 


ptiermerteneaperiigenpatlly wed JANUARY 8 
Se ee op 


sive, compassionate New Testament evangelism. Each member is which Maher 


secon ere and personal commitment. Resource: Deacon Emphasis 
eek pamphlet from state Church Administration-Pastoral Ministries Department. 


Church 
Administratio onlin fe vetvemen see bul tienes eaee® te travel or live sbreed. 


od 
Pastoral be ogg rtene = be aa CHURCH ADMENRETRATION evens AT GLORIETA AND 


Ministries Bee Otertote und bidguergot echodle, page 28. 


MAKE RESERVATIONS FOR YOUTH WEEK, GULFSHORE, JANUARY 1 
See Gulfshore schedule, page 26. 


“| Christian 
» Action 
Commission 


Student Work 


PLAN TO INVOLVE CHRISTIAN ACTION 
Lead Christian Action Committee or Church Cou 


to plan prterty items involving Christian 
for 1978. Write the Christian Action Commission, Duhding, Jochoon, : ow 


for committee guidelines. 


In the photo at left are Male Smith, hondree at the Centennial tea; W. C. Spears. pastor at First, Isola. and Mrs. Calvin 
mn Crawtord, WMU director for First. isola, and for District Vi. ov repens daleaaaaateta ease | asia 
p a8 tea girls — Kim Crawford, Deborah Garrard, Pam Cooper, and Lisa Tharp 


¢ 
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OLIVE CHURCH near Lumberton recently burned the note on the cost of two bets 


and on remodeling of the pastorium. Those taking part were, left to right: Jerry Todd 
minister of music; Mrs. Todd; Grady Brown, deacon: Mrs. Brown; Mrs. Allen; Mrs. 
Davis; Bill Davis, ch airman of deacons; kavelle Ladner, deacon; Mrs. Ladner; Dennis 
Allen, pastor; Marvin Strahan, deacon; Mrs. Strahan: Mrs. Hurt; B. E. Hurt, deacon; 
Mrs. Byrd; Hollis Byrd, deacon. The church has started a building fund now for 
adding more Sunday School rooms and a nursery. 


FIVE ACTEENS were honored at a recognition service on November 27 at Bethel 
Church, Copiah County. “Jewels of His Kingdom” was the theme; the welcome was 
given by Jeffie Windom, Acteens director. The girls were escorted by their fathers and 
presented awards by their mothers. Karen White and Karen Smith received the crown 
and scepter; Sherry Holliday, Queen-Regent, received the cape; Laura Hutchison 
and Kathy Lack, Queen-Regents-in-Service, received pins. Left to right are Karen 
White, Sherry Holliday, Laura Hutchison, Kathy Lack, and Karen Smith. 


The new pastorium of Saitilio Church was built for $57,700 and was debt free upon 
completion. Building committee members were: Bobby Smith, chairman, Gene 
Bentley, Lewis Branyan, Martha Easterling, Tommy McElroy; and Ebb Loden, Jr., 
who drew the biveprint. Rex Yancey is the pastor. 


4 


Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? 
And not a one of them will fall 

Without our Father's notice 

Fear not, therefore, for we are all 

Of greater value than many sparrows 
Or chickadees, or whippoorwillg. 


White Oak Baptist Church in Smith 
Association passed its Lottie Moon Of- 
fering goal by 20 per cent on Dec. 11, 
according to pastor W. B. Dowdy, The 
goal was $1,010, which amounted to $5 
per resident member, of which there 
are 202. On Dec. 11 the amount given 
totaled $1,230. 

Last year’s goal was $750. 

Dowdy said there were four ele-- 


. ments in the successful presentation of 


* MORGAN CHAPEL CHURCH (OKTIB- 
BEHA) dedicated a new $60,000 pas- 
torium . 20. The old pastorium has 
been converted into new Sunday School 
yooms. The Building Committee inciude 


«Cecil Carpenter, chairman, Burt Vickers, 


the Lottie Moon Offering af White Oak “#!™ Scribner, Charisie Howard, and Sara 
Jackson. Carpenter, left; atthe dedica- 


Mion sérvice presented the keys of the 
Nouse to Pastor and Mrs. Ed Deuschie, 
fight. 


Church. They are the promotion by the 
Woman's Missionary Union, a mis- 
sions study during Nov. 27 to 30, a 
chureh-wide pledge Synday for the 
Lottie Moon Offering, and the in- 
volvement of the total church in the 
offering. 


The Baptist Student Union at 


Itawamba Junior College, Fulton 
raised $1,184.20 for summer missions 
by hosting a Rockathon. All nine par- 
ticipants rocked in rocking chairs for 
12 hours from 7 p.m. Dec. 1, to 7 a. m. 
on Dec. 2. Angela Edwards, a 
freshman from Endville, collected 
$250 which was the largest amount by a 
participant. She almost fell asleep 
(above) several times, but Allan Wil- 
liams helped to keep her awake. Other 
participants were Lu Ann Patten, 
Gregg Thomas, Don Goode, Jr., Lisa 
Sneed, Mary Waters, Ray Scott, Barry 
Swartz, and Julia Watson. BSU mem- 
bers who helped to organize the event 
were Pam Griffith, Allan Williams, 
Sandra Hair, and Medith Christian. 
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Revival Results 


VR meine 


Fellowship (Jones): Fred Fudge of 
Oklahoma, evangelist; Henry 
Freeman, pastor; Mr. and Mrs. Algia 
Holifield of Laurel, musicians; 14 pro- 
fessions of faith; many rededications; 
one surrendering to the ministry. (Bill 
Brown, who surrendered to the minis- 
try, has been licensed to preach by Fel- 
lowship Church. ) 


EAE RR ER ERE EEE EEEE EEE EE EE EREREREEEEEREREEE AREER EERE REPRE RES ES Hy EE EH 


A Star, A Tree, A Gift 


We read in Luke and Matthew ten 
About God's tender care for birds 
In John, His depth of love for men 
At verse sixteen of chapter three 
Now let's read on .. . 


REAR 


Life Again 


There’as a baby looking at our Christmas tree — 
Three months old — a happy age 

The delight in her eyes is wondrous to see, 

As she laughs at the antics of Brother, age three. 


Her wirering arms reach out with trust 

For the running lights on evergreen limbs, 
_For shimmering icicles and crisp pink baiis, 
To clasp aN the glory of life and its whims. 
Am | poor in spirit or secure ie 
That 4-dwell not upon Christ as a newborn child, 
But ever skip to the end of the story, 

Press the revolution of His earthly life on file 
And in my need view Him only as God ascended — 
Near to sustain me, forever befriended? 


Baby blue eyee-follow the scene of nativity, 
And the little boy hands her a rattling gift from mé. 


¢ 


Violet Tackett 
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Even as this year leaves us, another dawns; 

So the life streams silently move on; 

Thou, Lord, dost set the passage of time 
aright, and Thou"alone, 

To Thee, oh Lord, our hearts we yield 

On! fill ws with awesome holy fear, 

To hate the sin that stains the past 

And with Thy goodhess. crown the year 

Oh, Lord, make Thy face to shine on us 

As years and ages onward move, 

That all the earth with voices raised 

May sing Thy Praise, Thou God of Love 


SERRATE AERA 


A golden Christmas star bends the peak of the tree. 


Prayer For A Departing Year 


—Victor Vaughn 
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If not a single bird does God forget 

Then how much more He cares for you and me 
To us He gave His only Son 

Who paid our debt at Calvary. 

When we by faith accept His Gift 

New life within has just begun” 


“His eye is on the sparrow" and 

He watches all the mocking birds 

What He has in store for us 

The half has not as yet been heard 

He walks with us through meadows bright 
Through dark valleys He is our Light 


At this Christmas s oe 

When birds fly nigh and snow’s adrift 4 

The tree and star aglow and giffS banked nign= 

Think of another Star, and Tree, and Gift 
—Ruby Singley 
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WADE TURNER AND PASTOR BILLY 
‘PURSER are shown with the new church 
Sign at PARKVIEW CHURCH, LELAND. 
Purser, a senior at Mississippi College, 
has been pastor at Parkview since last 
® February. He states, “We had a great 
baptismal service in November, and the 
church gave a special Christmas offer- 
ing to the Baptist Children’s Villege. On 
Dec. 18 we viewed the documentaryfilm, 
“The Return.” Thechurch recently made 
it possible for their pastor to take a 
nine-day trip to the Holy Land. 


ATTENTION 
FINANCE COMMITTEES! 
Are you sending your pastor to the 


Evangelism Conference? 


Med Center To 
Sater, Cannes} 


For Pastors. - 

The Department of Pastoral Ser- 
vices at the University of Mississippi 
Medical Center will offer a course in 
basic clinical pastoral ‘education for 
part-time students Jan. 16-March 21. 

Designed for clergy and other par- 
ticipants unabie to enroll full-time, the 
course will meet two days a week for 10 
weeks. 

Dr. James L. Travis, University 
Hospital pastoral services director 
and the Rev. Donald Dinsmore, as- 
sociate hospital chaplain, are course 
supervisors. 7 
¢ With emphasis on learning by doing, 
the course will help parish clergy im- 
prove skills in pastoral care and coun- 
seling in the hospital setting. 

“The course will give participants 
an opportunity to learn new methods in 
providing effective, helpful care for 
those who are ill and for their 
families,” said Dr. Travis. 

“They'll also gain experience in 
ways parish clergy can work more ef- 
fectively with hospital personnel and 
health care specialists in helping the 
parishioner who is the patient.” 

Each week students will spend two 
full days at the University and three 
evenings on call for emergency re- 
quests. 

The course will include family visi- 
tation, biweekly supervisory confer- 
ences, pastoral work seminars, per- 
sonal and professional identity semi- 
nars, lectures by pastoral department 
and medical personnel, and guided 
reading and individual study. 

Accredited by the Association for 
Clinical Pastoral Education, Inc., the 
University course carries one-half 
Clinical Education credit. 

Advance registration and a personal 
interview are required for course par- 
ticipants. Tuition is $50. For applica- 
‘tions and more information contact 
Dr. James L. Travis, University of 
Mississippi Medical Center, 2500 
North State Street, Jackson, MS 39216. 


~~ Clif ton Church, Scott County, has 
~ealléd. Tommy Miles as pastor. The 


chureh called him on Nov. 6 and he was 
ordained to the ministry on Nov. 27 at 
the East Morton Church. He is mar- 
ried ‘to the former Sheena Comfort. 


Danny Crow has been called as 
minister of youth at First Church in 
Olive Branch. He is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Crow of Vicksburg. He is 
married to the former Becky Cade of 
Kentwood, La. 


Jerry Doggett, Quitman, was called 
as pastor of West Shady Grove Church 
in Wayne County and was ordained by 

Quitman, First Church. 


Gerald Hodges has been called as 
pastor of the Mt. Pleasant Church in 
Mt. Pleasant. He is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. G. Hodges of Laurel. He is 
married to the former Martha A. 
Round of Laurel. 


Staff Changes 


wa 
Pee 


Larry W. Fields, pastor of the First 
ch of Summit for éight years, has 
res) to accept the call to become 
es “oe pastor :of First 
Church, 
itochies, La. - 
He isa graduate ‘ 
of Louisiana Col- 
lege and New Or- 
léans Seminary. He 
is married to the 
former Sandy 
Walker. They have 
two sons. 


Natch- 


Fields 
Their last service in Summit will be 
December 28. 


Children write: 

Electric volts are named after Vol- 
taire, who invented electricity. 

Philatelists were a race of people in 
Biblical times. 

Equinox is a country near the 
Panama Canal 


Board Reimburses MK’s 


RICHMOND (BP) —-The Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board voted 
$5,688 at its December meeting to 
reimburse seven MKs (children of 
missionaries) and their counselor for 
personal items'tost in a fire during the 
annual Thanksgiving retreat spon- 
sored by the board. 

The appropriation will reimburse 


For Items Lost In Fire 


all of the personal possessions they 
had with them. 


OLD BIBLES REBOUND 
A price, binding and style to meet every 
need. Quelity work ip guaranteed. 


Write for illustrated price folder 
“Internationally knowh specialists’ 


NORRIS BOOKBINDING CO. 
Box WS-C — Greenwood Miss. 36930 


the college freshmen and the coun- 
selor for all losses not covered by the 
$500 total insurance coverage pro- 
vided by Camp Hanover, near 
Richmond, where the retreat was 
held. 

The fire broke out during an evening 
session and destroyed the cabin in 
which the students were staying and 


Ruschlikon — The formal inaugura- 
tion of Isam E. Ballenger as Fifth 
- President of the Baptist Theological 
Seminary of Ruschlikon has been set 
for Wednesday, March 1, 1978. Bal- 
lenger was elected President in Au- 
gust of this year, succeeding Dr. C. 
Penrose St. Amant. The inauguration 
ceremonies will be during the annual 
meeting of the seminary's interna- 
tional trustee body. 


FOR ALL TYPES OF 


School & Church Furniture 
is Cempt bE std ge chairs, tables, des q 
furnishings for Classroom, Library, Sunday 
School, Auditorium Cafeteria and every 
School -and Church use. 

EVERYTHING FOR 


THE sCHOW 
AND CHURCH’ 


MISSISSIPPI 
School Supply Co. 


JACKSON . MISSISSIPPI 


ALLEN ORGANS 


The Ultimate 
for Church Music 


See—Hear—Play 
These Majestic 


Organs 
Prices begin at $3995 


ROSEBERRY PIANO HOUSE 


1% E. Front St., Hattiesburg, Ms 30401 (601). 563-0245 
Free Delivery Special Church Terms Available 


IT’S MORE THAN 
JUSTAN OFFERING... 


The Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering is A RESPONSE. 


A.RESPONSE to the call that rings across the centuries 
to “Go, make disciples, baptize and teach’ 

A RESPONSE to the need of Southern Baptists to extend 
their witness in global discipleship. 

A RESPONSE ¢o the spiritual needs of millions of 
persons whose lives will be touched and changed as 
missionaries provide Christian witness. 

A RESPONSE to a Bold Mission Thrust projected by the 
Southern Baptist Convention which has the overarch- 
ing objective “To provide every person on earth the 
opportunity to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ by the 
end of the century.’ 


IT’S MORE 
THAN JUST AN OFFERING 


$34 Million 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 


ABOLD GOAL FOR 
A BOLD MISSION 


Woman's Missionary Union, SBC 
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Raging Flood Coul 


d Not Quench 


Kentucky Mountaineer Spirit 


By Jame. Cox 


PINEVILLE, Ky. (BP) — Charles 
F. Jones, pastor of First Baptist 
Church here for two decades, never be- 


lieved the water would overflow the 
Cumberland River's flood walls that 
devastating day last Apri). But it did. 

“As the water began to spill over the 
edge of the wall it sounded like a 


Celebration For A King 


we remember the Christmas babe 
who was born of Mary 
that Holy Nght 
when the great star 
shone above a stable 
and the angel spoke 
to the shepherds 
tending their sheep, 
~‘Fear not; for behold, I bring you 


Special ABS Printing Of 
For January Bible Study 


NEW YORK — Southern Baptist 
churches throughout the United States 
are undertaking a study in depth of the 
Book of Exodus for their annual 
January Bible Study program in 1978. 


. To assist them, the American Bible 
Society has prepared a special edition 
of its translation of Exodus in Today’s 
English Version, subtitled ‘Let. My 
People Go!” 


UM je CY 4,, 


Tite And Work? 


good tidings of great joy. . . 
For unto you 
is born this day 
in the city of David 
a Saviour ‘ 
which is Christ the Lord.”’ 
— Eunice Barnes 


Exodus is an account of the epic 
struggle that was a turning point in 
history — God’s deliverance of the 
Hebrews from slavery in Egypt. Its 
themes — slavery and liberation, 
obedience and rebellion, judgment 
and love, law and grace, God’s mighty 
acts for His people — are central to our 
Christian faith. 

It is one of the most powerfully 
dramatic ofthe books of the Bible, in- 


qa es ~e op Pp - tho ise 


mH t vy pteeneede 


The Word Made Flesh 


By Bill Duncan, Long Beach, First 
John 1:1-18 


Where do you begin in telling the 
story of Christmas? Do you begin in 
Nazareth with the visit of the angel 
to Mary? Do you 
begin with the 
prophecies of Is- 
rael? Do you 
begin in the 
Garden of Eden 
with the first 
: profnise of the 
Messiah 

4 (Genesis 3:15)? 

Duncan Jesus, before 
any beginning, was with God. This 
is what John told us first in his Gos- 
pel. For John, there was no way to 
explain Jesus except by going back 
of his earthly life. One even has to 
go back of the beginning of the crea- 
tion, to God. 

In explaining who Jesus is, how 
do you explain in the light of John’s 
Gospel. In recent weeks we have 
seen that Jesus is the ‘the light,”’ 
“the resurrection and the life.” In 
the prologue to his Gospel, John 
calls Jesus ‘‘the Word.”’ To the 
Hebrew a word was more than a 
mere sound uttered to express a 
thought. A word was a living thing 
with power to affect things. John 
used the term word to mean God’s 
reality plus His expression o' 
speech. In other words, the word is 


being. John did not identify the 
word with Jesus until verse 14. “I 
and Father are one’’ (John 
10:30). In the KJV, “the same” is 
the word which speaks of full deity. 

The word became flesh so that 
Christ could have a separate life 
from the life of the Father. When 
Jesus walked on the earth He was 
not a puppet on a string. He 
thought, decided, acted, and 
prayed like any man. Yet He was 


obedient. He the will of the 
Father. This Separate life was 
necessary for Jesus Christ té make 


love God. We might question man’s 
belief in the deity of Jesus Christ if 


Jesus hid the face of God from 
them, or if He led them farther 
away from God, or if they loved God 
less because of Him. The testimony 
of the centuries is that Jesus Christ 
makes it easier for God to get 
through to us and for us to get 
through to Him. 

We understand what light means 
when we think of darkness. We un- 
derstand life in opposition to death. 
In John's Gospel, darkness stands 
for evil. When Jesus Christ the 
Word moved against the darkness, 
judgment took place. “The life — 
the divine — in Jesus Christ 
was the light that shineth in dark- 
The darkness has never under- 
stood the light and has always car- 
ried on an eternal struggle against 
it. But the darkness has never been 
able to put out the light. Ged has 
never been without a witness. 

When Jesus became flesh there 
was something mysterious about 
the incarnation, but it was a reality. 
Jesus Christ, the Word, is indeed 
Emmanuel — God with us! Most of 
the people rejected Jesus Christ not 
because He claimed to be God but 
because they came face to face with 
God in Him. They did not like God. 
There was something about Jesus 
they did not like, and it was God. 

There were some who were at- 
tracted to Him. To who re- 
ceived 8 Christ. ieved in 
Him, He ‘made them to become the 
children of God. They were given a 
rightful claim to become what they 
were not before. 

God's Word lives in Christians to 

ve them life and light. He is an 

nexhaustible source of power, 


eee keine cnavtine nocuants 
passage as accou' 

of Jesus’ birth in Matthew and 
Luke. The intensified interest i 
Christmas should make this week's 


with Christian symbolism. The 
lights remind ‘is that Jesus is the 
light of the world. The gifts remind 
us that God gave His Son. However, 
the decorations are not Christiani- 
ty. It is God with us that is the mes- 
sage of hope. The Word did become 
flesh and this is what we are celeb- 


rating. 


thousand freight trains all at once. The 
noise was unreal,’ James said, recal- 

in vivid detail the scene he witnes- 
sed after his family fled to high 


oe et migrated rapidly int 
e water rapidly into 
town, subduing everything in sight. As 
it reached transformers and electrical 
lines, one by one they popped, 
exploded and smoked. ? 

“I stood there on the mountainside 
and I saw the lights in town begin to go 
out as the water made its way in, cut- 
ting off power. We were helpless to 
stop it. Within 45 minutes the town was 
completely engulfed by the water and 
in total darkness.”’ 

This sequence repeated itself many 
times throughout those same Ken- 
tucky mountains that week. Pineville 
was only one of hundreds of Appalac- 
hian communities devastated by the 
worst flooding ever recorded here. 
And because Baptists are unquestion- 
ably the strongest religious body in the 
region, they personally suffered as 
much or more than anyone else—and 
their churches fared no better. 

The flood left the people of entire vil- 
lages in shock, dazed with grief and 
facing seemingly irreparable dam- 
age. What has happened since? Did 
these proud mountain people, who 
have traditionally stood together in 
times of crisis, give up? 

Interviews with some of the pastors 
most affected indicate that most of 
their people, although battered, have 
not surrendered because of their own 
determination; undergirded by out- 
side help from the Kentucky i 
Convention, which has disbursed 
about $181,000 in aid. The disaster has 


Exodus 


In 1978 


cluding the Passover story, the Ten 
Commandments, and the history of Is- 
rael and her people during the lifetime 
of Moses. 


‘‘Let My People Go!” (Exodus) may 
be obtained by ordering from the 
American Bible Society, 1865 Broad- 
way, New York, N. Y. 10023. Each copy 


is modestly priced at 12 cents ( 
i sea cd ot ce oa 


also renewed their dedication to giving 
in their own churches. 

The Allen (Ky.) Baptist Church, for 
instance, which lost its sanctuary 
building entirely, has purchased a new 
building site about a mile away, con- 
siderably higher than its present ele- 
vation. This is especially significant 
because ‘‘there are no younger people 
in this church,” according to pastor 
Earl Waugh. 

“The flood was a blessing in disguise 
for us,” said Waugh. ‘‘We needed to be 
across the river where the population 
shift of the community has gone. The 
flood has helped us to move.” 

“At Loyall, Ky., the people consi- 
dered as many as eight different op- 
tions, according to pastor Dean Pack. 
In the end they voted to stay right 
where they are. 

A few milés west, First Baptist 
Church, Pineville, won’t have to move 
or build a new building, but it suffered 
heavy losses. The six-year-old plant 
was not structurally damaged but al- 
most all of its contents were. 

“Depression set in across Pineville 
like I have never seen it in my life,” 
recalled Charles Jones, church pastor. 

“And ‘yet, most who had a strong 
faith in God have withstood it, not 
without difficulty, but they have done 
it and grown spiritually as a result.” 

“That check from the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention was _ our 
lifesaver,” Jones admitted. “It turned 
everything around for‘us and let us 
know that somebody out, there cared 
enough to help when everything 
seemed darkest. We already owed 
$100,000 in indebtedness and the 
$160,000 to $175,000 losses we incurred 
in the flood were almost too much to 
bear.”” 


Jones reported that 184 outside per- 
sons — many not from Kentucky and 
many not Baptists — have sent checks 
totaling $52,354 to the church. 

Pack and Waugh also expressed 
gratitude for financial assistance from 
numerous sources. Pack, who lost 
nine-tenths of everything he owned, 
wore clothes purchased with a check 
from the Kentucky Woman's Missio- 
nary Union. 

“All these years we’ve given to the 
(Southern Baptist) Cooperative Prog- 
ram (unified budget) on a regular 
basis,’’ he said. ‘‘Now we're the direct 
recipients of it..I believe we'll never 
baye a problem getting money for 


.. Missions again. 


Sunday: School Lesson: International For Tecovsber 25 


It Wasn’t A-Dream 


+ 
By W. Benton Preston, Pastor, Midway, Jackson 


The is told of a small boy who, after much excitement and with great 
anticipation, finally went to sleep se Christmas eve. During the nighthe dreamed 


that it was Christmas morning. He ran 


lot. He heard a man 


Preston 
one which contained but one small footnote. It was the words of Jesus and it said, 


Bible. He 
“Tf I had not come.” 


that there was no.tree or 
and found the atmosphere to be gray and heavy. He saw 


passing but seemed happy or gay. The store win- 
rapt arermeh eodiiaretions, only the bare necessities. He 
ran to where the school was located but found only a vacant 


and much to his dismay found 
or decorations. He went outside 


in pain and found him dying in the 


show. People were passing but no one seemed to notice or care 
and there was no hospital. He ran to the church but there was 
no church. In its place was a cold, dark prison. Disturbed and 
troubled he hurried home and once there he picked 
opened it and found all its pages blank except 


up the 
the last 


But if this story were true? What if Christmas was a lie? What if Jesus had not 
come? What if it were not real, only a dream? Listen to the words of the poet who 
said: = 


That night when neath Judean skies 
The mystic star dispensed its light, 
A blind man moved in sleep 
. And dreamed that he had sight. 


That night when Shepherds héard the song 
Of host angelic choiring near, 

A deaf man stirred in slumber's spell » 
And dreamed that he could hear. 


That night when in the cattle stall 
Slept child and mother cheek by jowl, 
A crippied turned his twisted limbs 
And dreamed that he was whole. Zs 


That night when o'er the new born babe 
The tender Mary rose to lean, 


A-toathsome leper smiled in sleep 


And dreamed that he was clean. 


That night when to the mother's breast 
The little King was held secure, be 
A harlot slept a happy sieep 
And dreamed that she was pure. \ 


That night when in the manger lay 
The sanctified who came to save, 
A man moved in the sleep of death 


And dreamed there was no grave. 


ad 


No, it wasn’t a dream; it was real. What does Christmas mean to you? Better 


yet, how real is Christ in your life? 


Southern Baptists, Lead ABS Giving 


NEW YORK (BP) — Southern Baptists have contributed 15.8 percent of 
denominational gifts to the American Bible Society in 1977, according to 


the latest monthly report released here. 

With September gifts of $19,181, Southern Baptists have contributed 
$170,148 to the work of the ABS in the first nine months of 1977. That figure is 
$30,341 less than at this time last year. 

Southern Baptists, who have led the nation’s religious denominations is 
contributions to the ABS for 12 of the past 13 years, contributed 15.8 percent 
of all the donations listed from 76 religious organizations in the September 


report. 


Hope For A Better Day 


By Wm. J. Fallis 
Matthew 2:1-12; Micah 4—5 


“Why can’t the spirit of this day last 
throughout the year?” asked a father 
of three’ who had just received a Big 

. Brothers basket. He 
was not wishing to 
live always on char- 
ity; he was grateful 
for emergency help 
after a four-week 
illness. He was 
/ thinking of the joy 
that appears on 
faces and in voices 

Fallis on Christmas Day. 
He was thinking of the generosity and 
concern for others which Christmas 
carols seem to kindle. He was thinking 
of the fresh perspective on life which 
the Christmas story offers. Whatever 
may be the condition of a person’s pri- 
vate world, the story of the angels, the 
shepherds, and the Baby invites a per- 
son to take a new look. Through Christ 
there is hope for a better day — beyond 
anxiety, suffering, and death. 

The Lesson E 

Goal Of Other Nations 
(4:12) 

Because the Bible lesson comes 
from an old Testament book, this is not 
a traditional Christmas lesson. But it 
is based on ancient insights which 
Jesus probably used to teach his disci- 
ples about himself. The first three ver- 
ses of Micah 4 are making the point 
that the Lord offers hope along with his 
judgment. Chapter 3 ended with a sad 
picture of Jerusalem’s future, but God 
had not finished with his people. 

In the working out of history the hill 
of the Lord’s house shall grow in 
nificance, as a mountain overtops 
foothills. Many nations will 
its supremacy andlike a river toward 
it. Representing different races, lam 
guages, and cultures, they will 
che Bi} - —aptar-wdl teach 

is ways of going so can follow 
him. After all, the Ay = foro Zion- 
Jerusalem as the earthly channel of 
his combined law-word. So it will be 


As the nations accept the Lord's pat- 
tern for life, they will yield to his 
off."' With the aggressive peoples 


under control, the rest can expect , 


peace. And the prophet describes the 


condition without using the word. 
Swords and spears can be redesigned 
for constructive uses. How would he 
Say it in our time? How the hungry of 
India and Africa would rejoice if tanks 
could become tractors. 

What a different world the prophet 
pictures. Without having to learn the 
cruel skills and the deadly schemes of 
war, the nations could encourage their 
people in self-support and happy lei- 


sure. They would not be tyrannized by 
fear. All this the prophet guarantees 
because his le came from the 
Lord. Verse 5 sounds contradictory in 
the King James Version, but others see 
it meaning: ‘Other nations may live 
by the names of various gods, but we 
will be loyal to the Lord.” 
A King From Bethlehem 
(5:24) 

The first verse of chapter 5 pictures 


No Ordinary Gift 


BY RUBY BUCKLEY 


The most powerful nation in the world 1,977 years ago was Rome. in this 
nation one clear night a baby was born to a Jewish maiden who came with her 
husband, Joseph, to Bethlehem to pay taxes. The worid was united under the 
Roman government with excellent communications as roads and ships went 
everywhere. The secular authorities were neutral and fair, thus permitting 
freedom of worship. Rome is compared in Scripture to a wild beast, but God 


tamed her to be His instrument. 


Who was this child born in a stable in Bethlehem because no other room was 


available? 


We are told by those who knew Him % : 


over the business to support ¥f 
One day when he was about 3g 
followed His Heavenly * 


He walked into a world of 
the voice of authority. 
On the third day after 


mm 
priceless spritual wine A ol faev0 


priceless spiritual wine 

the self-surrender that 
Jesus has opened 

birthday party. No matter 


palo rband 
Pe , it’s all right to be there with Him. From an 


He grew up in a humble home in 
people. Joseph was a car- 
en Joseph died, Jesus took 


D and made the lame to walk. 
another.” He taught with 


by many. He was alive. He 


eat! Yes, come buy 

¥Whhout price simply for 
55:1). 

and invited all of us to His 


unwanted manger to a despised cross to an empty tomb — and now a glorious 


banquet! 


The dress for the party is to be as you are. Especially welcomed are the 
broken in spirit, the burdened, the lonely, the blind, the helpless, the wounded, 
the sick, the weak and those who are afraid. He has prepared a garment for 
each. ‘| will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall exult in my God. For He 
has clothed me with the garments of salvation. He has covered me with the 
robe of righteousness. . ." (Isaiah 61:10). The garments of righteousness and 
praise. How beautifully they fit! Both gifts from Him. 

Wrapped in human flesh so He could understand our humanity. Filled with 
God so we could understand the heart of God. This God-Man invites us to 
come celebrate with Hiim our forgiveness and restored fellowship with our 


Heavenly Father forever 


God 80 loved thé world that He sentJesus. He 's no ordinary gift! “For itis He 
who will save His people from their sins.” 


Thank you! Thank you Lord! 


Jerusalem under siege and her-ruler 
mistreated. What about the prophet’s 
hope that centered on that city? It was 
only a symbol of God's people, but 
God’s purpose im them cannot fail. 
Micah sees it being worked out 
through something that will happen in 
little Bethlehem a few miles away. As 
that small community ‘‘among the 
clans of Judah’’ had produced the 
great David, so another ruler would 
come ‘‘whose roots are far back in the 
past, in days gone by” (NEB). The 
first half of verse 3 is not clear, but the 
New English Bible offers this transla- 
tion: “Therefore only so long as a 
woman is in labour shall he give up 
Israel.” 

When the new yuler comes, those 
who have been taken captive will re- 
joice their brothers. The ruler himself 
will act like a shepherd with his flock in 
dealing with the people. Instead of 
being served, he will serve others ‘‘in 
the strength of the Lord.” With such a 
one in their midst ‘‘in the majesty of 
the name of the Lord his God,” the 
people could ‘‘dwell secure’ (RSV). 
The messianic king would bring peace 
as he was considered “great unto the 
ends of the earth.’’ So, he was the hope 
for a better day. 


Wayne Baptists 
Buy Property 


The Wayne County Baptist Associa- 


purchased property 
way 45, south, for the construction of a 
building to house the associational of- 
fice. This property was bought with 
money given by Mt. Zion Church stipu- 
lated to be used by the end of the year. 
It was purchased for $7500. The deed 
has been signed, received, and re- 
corded; and site preparation has been 
“The purchase of this property does 
not in any way conflict in the 
tive effort of Clarke and Wayne As- 
sociations,” states W. W. Boggan, di- 
rector of missions for Clarke a 
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and my words 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, 
phy shall be done unto you (John 
15:7). 


